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He Makes the Clouds Unfold 
By C. Norman Bartlett 


HEN the days are drab and drear, 
And my heart is lone and cold, 
Sore beset with doubt and fear 
Of disasters yet unrolled, 
Then to Jesus I repair 
In the quietude of prayer. 


When temptations fierce affright, 
And bid fair to make me lose 
The ascending path of right, 
As the wrong I fain would choose, 
Then to Jesus I repair 
In the solitude of prayer. 


He makes the clouds unfold, 
This wondrous Friend so dear, 
Unveiling peaks of gold 
That fill my soul with cheer. 


When God Is Put First 


Even the form, as well as the sub- 
Stance, of Scripture often has precious 
lessons for us. It pays to observe closely 
such small parts of speech as pronouns. 
It is significant that Jeremiah said, “Thy 
words were found, and I did eat them; 
and thy word was unto me the joy and 
rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called 
by thy name, O Lord God of hosts” ‘(Jer. 


15:16). That is, as he took the separate 
words and digested them, then the whole 
Word (as much as he had) brought “joy 
and rejoicing” to his heart. Here, too, 
is a suggestion of verbal inspiration, for 
each individual word was important, 
There are four passages of Scripture that 
illuminate the truth that we ought to 
give God first place, and that when we 
do rich blessing is in store for us. The 
first is the Twenty-third Psalm, a por- 
tion so familiar that it is probably im- 
possible to say anything new about it. 
Yet a little study of the personal pro- 
nouns throws into bright relief a needful 
truth. Only three times does the Psalm- 
ist speak of. himself: “I shall not want 

. though I walk . . . I will fear no 
evil.” - Here is a fact, a possibility, and 
a resolution. “I shall” expresses simple 
futurity; “though I walk” foresees a 
probability, either of trial or death itself; 
and “I will” expresses determination. 
But the Psalmist speaks of\the Lord 
eight times, using the title, “The Lord,” 
once, the pronoun “He,” four times, and, 
the pronoun “Thou,” three times. Thus 
it is God who works for the one who 
trusts in Him, and it is God’s grace and 
mercy that superabounds over-and above 
all that we can possibly do. A compari- 


, 


“Why . 


son of Isaiah 14:13, 14 and Psalm 91: 
14-16 brings out another truth. In the 
first, Lucifer, meaning Satan, expressed 
his determination five times by saying 
“T will.” It was for this presumption 
and rebellion that he was cast out of 
Heaven. But at the Close of the Ninety- 
first Psalm we find that God Himself uses 
the same verb form seven times, to show 
what He will do for him “that dwelleth 
in the secret place of the most High.” 
God does for him, by grace, some of the 
very things that Satan determined to 
get by his own efforts, and much more 
besides. The fourth passage comprises 
Romans 7 and 8, which have been a 
source of perplexity to many Christians. 
But there is at least one simple key to 
their interpretation. In Romans 7 the 
personal pronoun “T” is used thirty-three 
times, while in Romans 8 it is used only 
twice, and the Holy Spirit is mentioned 
eighteen times. Victory comes, not 
through being occupied with our own 
failings, but through the power of the 
Spirit and by “looking unto Jesus the 
author and finisher of our faith.” May 
Jeremiah’s habit and experience be ours, 
until we, too, can say, “Thy word was 
unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine 
heart.” 


+ ag 


By Mildred H. Corbett 


OW ise HY” is one of the most widely 
used words in our language, a 
pronoun of reason or purpose. 

If you have had any contacts with 
youngsters in the question period of life, 
you may have become very weary of 
the word. However, you probably have 
comforted yourself with the thought 
that the child by asking questions is 
using the quickest road to learning. As 
we become older we are inclined to lose 
some of our avid desire for knowledge 
and do. not ask questions—sometimes 
in,the fear that our ignorance of the 
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Comfort for Dark Days 














“Let us therefore come boldly 
unto the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace 
to help in time\of need” (Heb. 4:16). 
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answers may become known. It is, to 
the students, an often-deplored habit of 
teachers to attach a “why” to an exam- 
ination question, so that they may be 
certain of the pupil’s understanding of 
the problem involved. 

Some will say that we should not ask 
“why” of God. Surely we should not 
be guilty of the petulant why. of “Why 
should this happen to me?” when diffi- 
culties or afflictigns come. As Christians 
we should know and firmly believe at 
all times that “all things work together 
for good to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to‘his pur- 
pose” (Rom. 8:28). Nothing comes to 
the abiding Christian which does not 
pass through the hands of God first. The 
testing of Job is one of our best ex- 
amples of this. God allowed Job to 
be tested up to a certain point, and from 
the testing brought spiritual revelation 
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and blessing to Job and material pros- 
perity beyond that of his earlier life. 
No doubt Job was also a wonderful ex- 
ample of patient endurance to his rela- 
tives and friends. 

We may, however, when sudden trials 
or difficulties come upon us, wonder 
whether our own sins are responsible 
or whether we have strayed from the 
place of God’s choice for us. If we come 
to God in humility with this question, 
He will show us whether there is some- 
thing we need to do or whether we are 
only to wait upon Him. If our need is 
for forgiveness or restoration, we know 
that He will hear. “If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). We may 
always know that if we draw near to 
God, He will draw near to us; yes, He 
will even reach out and draw us to 
Himself. 

There are some who adopt a question- 
ing attitude toward the Scriptures. 
Surely every pastor or Bible teacher will 
welcome the opportunity to explain pas- 
sages that may be confusing, but there 
are some passages that must be taken 
by faith and cannot be explained fully 
by anyone. Persistence in trying to find 
a satisfactory explanation may only lead 
one into a maze of doubt and confusion. 
May we always take the Holy Spirit as 
Guide when we study God’s Word, and 
then what we cannot understand let us 
leave until the day when all things will 
be made plain, and we shall no longer 
“see through a glass, darkly.” 

As we read the life of Paul we may 
wonder why, when so many others were 
healed, he was not delivered from his 
affliction. Surely we shall know some- 
thing of the reason if we have been 
blessed by 2 Corinthians 12:9. In the 
same manner we shall know why we are 
not told the exact nature of Paul’s afflic- 
tion. 

Every Christian has an obligation to 
be always ready to explain the “why” 
of his faith—to tell others of the faith 
and hope that are his. If Christ is your 
Saviour, and surely if He is everything 
to you, you will wish to tell others. 
When asked why we are Protestants, let 
us not simply say that we were born 
into a Protestant family, but let us be 
able to tell why our faith is a personal 
possession. 

Every testing or trial should bring the 
Christian closer to his Lord, and so that 
this shall be so we may ask the “why” 
of purpose. We may ask what our 

.Father wishes us to learn from the ex- 
perience. Do we need to lean more. 
upon Him? Does He wish us to be de- 
prived of health, wealth, loved ones so 
that ‘He may be more precious to us? 
Is suffering allowed so that we may learn 
how to comfort others, so that He may 
be all in all to us? Lost sorrow or suf- 
fering is that which produces no fruit 
in the life of the tested one, and thus 
defeats the purpose of our chastening. 
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Some of us have a tendency to lean 
upon others, thus lessening our depend- 
ence upon God. But our Father may, 
in His great wisdom, deprive us of any 
who in the slightest way may come be- 
tween Himself and us. Though we would 
stoutly disclaim idolatry, there may be 
a hint of this in our too-great love for 
others or our desire to please them. 

Those who have been deprived of 
health for even a short time may know 
that at such times God is very precious, 
Those who have had years of pain and 
physical distress find material pleasures 








A Change in Editorial Policy 


T HAS long been the custom of THE 

Sunpay ScHoot Times not to sign the 
leading editorials, which begin on the 
first page and continue on the second. 
The former Editors had good reasons for 
this practice. They were following the 
policy of most large newspapers and 
periodicals in publishing editorials with- 
out the names of writers; and it was 
their conviction that if the leading edi- 
torials in the Trmes were entirely sep- 
arated from personalities, and repre- 
sented the voice of THE SunDAY ScHOOL 
Tim_Es, they would be more eagerly read. 
Prejudices do spring up among human 
beings, and some readers discount the 
writings of some men. 

However, for thirty years or more a 
great many of the leading editorials in 
the Tres have not been written by 
the Editors, and this has led to confu- 
“sion, aS many readers have supposed 
that unsigned articles in the TmwEs were 
written by members of the staff. A re- 
cent letter, which is typical of others, 
took it for granted that the editorial 
entitled “When Only God Is Left,” in the 
issue of March 6, was written by the 
Editor, whereas it was written by the 
Rev. J. E. Harris. The letter was most 
appreciative of the editorial, and the 
correspondent was promptly informed 
of the name of the writer. 

Tue Sunpay ScuHoot Trmes is not a 
newspaper, and has not a large editorial 
staff. It is the conviction of the present 
Editor that leading editorials contributed 
by those not on the staff should be 
Signed, in order to avoid confusion 
and give credit where credit is due. 
Moreover, the name and position of a 
writer often lend weight to his state- 
ments on subjects in specialized fields. 
The Editor has letters from the Editors 
of six of the leading Christian magazines 
in the United States, showing that un- 
Signed articles on editorial pages are 
written by members of the editorial staff, 
and that those by outside writers are 
signed. 

Hereafter, it will therefore be the 
policy of THe Sunpay Scuoot Times to 
sign all leading editorials written by 
those not on the editorial staff; and it 
may be understood that unsigned edito- 
rials are written by one of the Editors. 
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and interests fading and spiritual values 
becoming more real and dear. Jacob 
was no doubt lame after wrestling with 
the Angel of the Lord, but he became a 
prince of God instead of a supplanter 
(Gen. 32:28): It is not easy to be thank- 
ful for such discipline, but there will 
come a time when we shall give thanks 
that God trusted us with this fellowship 
of suffering. Further, there is no one 
who can comfort as those who have suf- 
fered in like manner themselves, 
Wealth may be a sacred tool in the 
hand of one who will use it for God, 
but the love of money is still the root 
of all kinds of evil (1 Tim. 6:10, A.S.V.). 
The desire for material things which 
give pleasure for a passing moment 
may be the means of turning one from 
God. What a wonderful privilege it is 
to trust God for the supply of one’s 
needs! This priceless dependence upon 
God is worth more than all the wealth 
of the world. And if we are led to 
give an increasingly larger proportion 
of our income to God’s work, we should 
appreciate the privilege of serving Him 
in this way and know that we may de- 
pend upon Him to supply any lack. 
Young people especially have a burn- 
ing ambition to be successful in profes- 
sion or career. Surely God wants us 
to have such success, unless He has -a 
plan for our lives which will develop 
greater values of the spirit. Are you 
willing to be a failure in the eyes of the 
world—not asking why—if that is in 
God’s plan for you?. The “why” of a 
present obscure corner may be greater 
opportunities for service in coming days. 


(Continued on page 349) 








Notes on Open Letters 


” Assassins in the Name of God” 


The articles “Assassins in the Name 
of God,” which appeared June 13 and 
20, 1953, are without doubt the most 
atrocious I have ever read and should 
by all means be put into the hands of 
all Christian people. I am therefore 
wondering whether they have yet been 
printed in booklet or tract form.—A 
Texas reader. 

Recently I read two articles, “Assas- 
sins in the Name of God,” in your 
magazine. The incidents are very hor- 
rible even to think of. I shall be 
extremely thankful to you if you will 
kindly send me 100 copies of reprints 
of the articles for distribution here. 
The church to which I belong has 
suffered terribly in the hands of the 
Roman Catholics, 

There are many other very useful 
articles in THe Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs, 
and I am extremely thankful to you 
for sending me the magazine regu- 
larly.—Medical superintendent of a 
hospital in India. 

I am wondering whether you suc- 
ceeded in getting action or response 


(Continued on page 351) 
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A Great Hour of Destiny in London 


“London has taken Billy Graham to its heart” 





appening in London these days. 
Night by night people by the thou- 
sands are wending their way out from 
the city center moving toward Harrin- 
gay, about half an hour from the heart 
of London. Not that all who attend the 
Billy Graham Campaign meetings hail 
from London or its suburbs; on the con- 


"Tirappenine in unusual things are 
h 


trary, they pour in from far places in 


the provinces as well, bent upon getting 
in on these remarkable happenings. 
Neither do all those who strive to enter 
succeed—far from it! Listen to this. 
During the second week of the meet- 
ings, a trainload made the trip from a 
town about one hundred and fifty miles 
distant from London—there were about 
a thousand people in the party. The 
organizer of the group forgot one vital 
precaution—he omitted to make reserva- 
tions for his party! Full of hope and 
expectation, they made their way out 
to Harringay—and upon their arrival, to 
their dismay, they found the arena 
packed chockablock! Nothing could be 
done about it; while.they had come from 
such a distance, and at considerable ex- 
pense, others from nearer home suffered 
the same fate—no room! Night by night 
the great arena is packed to capacity, 
and that means something over 11,000 
people listening to the Gospel in this 
somewhat unusual campaign. 


Are Nonchurchgoers Being Reached? 


One obvious question is being asked 
constantly: Are they all from the 
churches, or are the nonchurchgoing 
masses being touched at all? Let this 
simple recital answer that question! Two 
people known to the writer had come 
from a place some eighty miles distant, 
to attend the meetings. They had no 
reserved bookings, and consequently took 
their turn by joining the queue of hope- 
fuls outside the arena. Their patience 
was at last rewarded—but only just! 
Actually, they were the very last to be 
allowed through the barriers, arid as they 
were making’ their way in, having 
noticed a couple of men next on the 
queue while waiting, they suffered some- 
thing of bitterness of spirit,*for they 
overheard one of these “toughs” say to 
his pal, “Come on, Bill, let’s go to the 
dogs!” Actuajly adjoining the Sports 
Arena, where the Campaign is staged, 
there is a dog racing track in a huge 
stadium, and here was the grim alterna- 
tive to listening«to Billy! 

The “warm up” before the meeting 
proper is not devoid of real interest by 
any means. Arriving half.an hour be- 
fore the meeting is timed to begin, you'll 
find Cliff Barrows coaching his thousand- 
voice choir night by night, seeking to 





All Christians who have been 
praying for an awakening in the 
Church and the conversion of sin- 
ners will rejoice in the encourag- 
ing news of the Billy Graham Cam- 
paign in London: Now for the 
second time the Rev. Ebenezer G. 
Vine, secretary of the U.S. Council 
of the Regions Beyond Missionary 
Union, gives Times readers vivid 
word pictures of the great meetings 
as he sees them. (See his letter in 
the Times, March 27, 1954.) In a 
letter accompanying his article, Mr. 
Vine, who is British, writes: 

“The Billy Graham Campaign is to 
continue for at least three months. 
My own judgment is that it is likely 
to gather momentum as it proceeds. 
Vast forces are here being unleashed; 
the Christian community is behind 
the Campaign, and just about any- 
thing can happen, for there is pro- 
found expectancy, coupled with 
much prayer. It is a commonplace 
to say that we are witnessing the 
beginning of something strangely un- 
usual. One thinks of the eight- 
eenth century revival, with the Wes- 
leys, Whitfield, Venn, Grimshaw, 
Rowlands, Fletcher, and those men 
of God raised up at that time, and 
who were used to change the face 
of Britain. There is a similar quality 
here, and we confidently look for 
the mighty work of the Spirit of 
God to continue, and even to expand. 
Most earnestly we do seek the fellow- 
ship of you all in America, for your 
prayers can mightily affect this pres- 
ent situation.” 








bring them right into the spirit of the 
songs they will sing. There’s a thrill 
in the significance of the music as it 
rings out: 

This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Saviour all the day long! 
And watching the faces of the songsters, 
one senses that this means just what it 
expresses in words to most of them, at 
least! The joy of the Lord is possessing 
their hearts, and this accounts for their 
finding supreme delight in playing their 
splendid part, in giving tire and talent 
toward the great end that men and 
women may come to know that same 
Saviour of whom they sing. How tre- 
mendously significant, too, is the fact 
that the great hymns of the Church are 
being sung almost exclusively; these are 
the messages in song that serve the 
crowds bent upon finding Christ! When 
men are hungry for that which can sat- 
isfy. the depths of the human spirit, they 





By EBENEZER G. VINE 


crave something other than that which 
a jazz-crazy age has to offer. These 
hymns touch the very heart, and stir 
the soul, as they are sung. 

One thing stands out with remarkable 
clearness—London has taken Billy Gra- 
ham to its heart, just as Los Angeles, 
Minneapolis, Boston, and Dallas have 
done before. This young man from 
North Carolina, following his normal 
method, is finding his way to the hearts 
and consciences of all kinds and condi- 
tions of men. Just why is it?—men are 
asking! Some with a protest: “It’s just 
the same Gospel that ‘many others are 
preaching; why these results?” The dif- 
ference is that God is at work, in an- 
swer to prayers of thousands! Many 
journalists are also making their way 
to Harringay, too; and: they are more 
than a bit puzzled, obviously, and yet, 
remarkably fair and honest. Here’s one 
reporting for a London daily with a cir- 
culation running into millions; he writes: 

“I must tell you about Billy Graham. 
I think he is a good sincere man; but 
he is not a particularly good preacher. 
.. . But it doesn’t matter. What he and 
his team have done, is to have the en- 
thusiasm and the faith to take Harrin- 
gay Arena for three months and say 
... ‘This is a crusade.” And what mat- 
ters is . . . that thousands of British peo- 
ple are here who are feeling the need 
of God. A fantastic reaction has taken 
place. A reaction that made these re- 
leases of atomic energy small-time stuff. 
For this is the ultimate, spiritual energy 
that has always changed the world... 
and to release this energy it has taken 
this tall young American with a good 
profile; a choir leader, and a solo singer 
with a pleasant voice! ‘This is God's 
doing,’ said Graham; ‘there is no other 
answer.’ He never spoke more truly. 
.. . All the way home, I puffed at my 
pipe: my eyes were scalded with. tears!” 


Messages Punctuated With Scripture 


Well, there you have an honest man’s 
reaction, and a man of the world. Baf- 
fled, nonplused, but frankly, deeply in- 
terested, and yet wondering how it really 
comes about! Billy Graham’s messages, 
as is normal with him in all his cam- 
paigns, are punctuated with well-chosen 
Scripture quotations; indeed, the half- 
hour talk iS possessed of this striking 
quality: it is highlighted by terse and 
telling truth from God’s own Book. Lis- 
ten to him: “The Bible says”; or again 
and again, “Jesus said ...” Thus the 
Spirit is using the “sword of the Spirit” 
and it is doing its mighty work; for, 
concentrated here in this vast audience, 
the power of the Holy Spirit is the over- 
whelming factor that alone accounts for 
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the mighty effects that are being produced. 
Leave God out of calculation, and the 
rest just doesn’t make sense! 

From my own vantage point in the 
great hall, I have carefully watched those 
who file out night after night in their 
hundreds to the counseling rooms, upon 
opportunity being given. What a moving 
sight it is, to be sure! The great choir 
is softly singing: 

Just as I am, without one plea, 

But that Thy blood was shed for me, 

And that Thou: bid’st me come to Thee, 

O Lamb of God, I come! 

and quietly, and with outstanding rever- 
ence, and with a complete minimum of 
disturbance, these hundreds file through 
the door. What type are they? All 
types. Thank God, there are great num- 
bers of young folk—these have lives to 
lay at the once-pierced feet! Yes, the 
young are coming. But looking into the 
faces of many others, it is plain to see 
how deeply sin has bitten into the very 
vitals of their being. The scars are 
there, and they cannot and will not be 
hidden; but Christ can heal, and He 
can make all things new! See here— 
there comes a middle-aged couple, man 
and wife and arm in arm still—com- 
panions seeking and finding Christ to- 
gether. Here’s a young girl, and she’s 
leading a poor, blind woman, complete 
with her white stick—what pathos here! 
Blind! Ah, but tonight she has seen 
Jesus for the’ first time; and as she 
looked upon Him, the One who is able 
to save, He has won her heart. Here 
comes a colored woman, and she is just 
as welcome as any other, to the heart’s 
love of the Saviour of the world. Yes, 
they come—young men and maidens; old 
men and children; and Christ has the 
answer to each one’s need—and it is of 
Him alone that they will hear, “Behold 
the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world.” 

Last night I heard a wonderful story 
of one of the converts who had come 
through a couple of weeks ago. A poor, 
broken, hopeless alcoholic had come to 
one of the meetings. He was told that 
no case was hopeless, if it were turned 
over to the Saviour. So, when the call 
came at the end of the meeting, this 
fellow made his way to the front, and 
thence to the counseling room. There 
he was led to Christ, and, like that one 
of old, he felt in himself that he was 
healed; indeed, he knew that something 
amazing had happened, when Jesus came 
and touched him. The wonder and the 
thrill of God’s saving grace gripped him; 
his whole life was changed completely; 
he became “a new creature” indeed. 
Unable to keep this astonishing thing 
to himself, one by one he sought out 
some of his similarly alcoholic friends 
—one—two—three—four—and led them 
each to that same Christ who had saved 
him, 


My chains fell off—my heart was free, 
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 
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“This is the Hour of Decision” in Lon- 
don these days. There is a mighty stir- 
ring, and mightier things shall yet be 
seen. From the heart of this great city, 
we send our appeal to the people of God 
in America; will you not pray through 
in this tremendous hour? The tide of 
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revival has swept this land in other 
days, and has changed the course of 
events and of the nation. God is the 
same today, and He can well perform 
that which He has ‘before accomplished. 
Let us look to Him to do it. 


LONDON, 


Vil. The Messages to Thyatira and Sardis 


Their historical significance and their lessons for today ; 


HE Church of Thyatira represents 
the degeneration of Pergamos into 
Romish corruption. It covers the Dark 
Ages of A.D. 500 to 1500. It unfolds the 
development of the Papal System, which 
followed the union of the Church and 
the world. It is the longest message 
given to the churches. It begins the 
second group in the division of these 
churches. The first three go together, 
the last four go together. It is the only 
church in which a woman’s name is 
mentioned—Jezebel, the queen of Israel, 
the consort of Ahab, the power behind 
his throne, probably the most sinful 
woman to stain-the page of history. She 
was religiqus—yes, but with a heart as 
black as hell. She was cunning, crafty, 
idolatrous, clever, pagan, bloodthirsty, 
the pagan murderess of Jezreel, the 
woman that turned the boldest prophet 
of God into a trembling, craven coward. 
Here she represents another woman who 
with her seductive charms is seducing 
the Church at Thyatira. Her baneful in- 
fluence has molded the system that she 
represents. She is a counterfeit prophet- 
ess who seeks to impress her hearers 
with her authority and dogmas; a teacher 
who shackles the Word of God with her 
own false interpretations, as Rome in- 
sists on her interpretations of the Bible; 
a seducer who seduces the soul from 
Christ to His mother Mary; seduces from 
the finished work of Christ to an endless 
mass of worthless charms, beads, prayers, 
rosaries, penances, fasts; seduces by her 
confessional, the filthy cesspool of in- 
iquity that drags its victims through the 
mire of moral filth and shame, where 
the wife and mother must tell the licen- 
tious priest the happenings of her 
wedded life and bare her inmost soul 
to the filthy priest of Rome. Let the 
reader read for himself from her own 
historians and vaunted clerics, and from 
the works of Charles Chiniquy of this 
immoral system that has sent millions 
to hell and ruined the morals of mil- 
lions more. This great seducer is still 
at work enslaving millions of its vic- 
tims, Oh, that God would raise up an- 
other Luther, another Calvin, another 
Knox to stem the onward march of this 
wicked Church of Rome. 
Thyatira is the well-known symbol of 
a system born of Jezebel (Rev. 2:20, 23). 
This system lives on today, and is grow- 


By EDGAR AINSLIE 


ing by leaps, and bounds and will 
eventually become the nucleus of mysti- 
cal Babylon (Rev. 17). Corruption of 
doctrine always leads to corruption. of 
morals. If our doctrines are decaying, 
we may expect that our moral standards 
will soon become the same. It was so 
in Thyatira, it is the same today. For 
over fourteen centuries the Son of God 
has patiently borne with this sinful sys- 
tem that is composed of a mixture of 
paganism, Judaism, and Christianity, but 
it knows no repentance and still remains 
unchanged today. Rome never «changes. 
Our Lord could have blotted her out, 
but He gave her followers space to 
repent. 

Our Lord’s long-suffering will continue 
until that moment arrives when in the 
role of the Scarlet Woman, sitting en- 
throned as mistress and queen of this 
apostate world and leading as her con- 
sort the Beast of the Roman Empire, the 
last and greatest monarch of Christen- 
dom, she falls to rise no more, and this 
great system, conceived by Jezebel in 
Thyatira, and which, through the cen- 
turies known as the Dark Agés, made 
the most powerful monarchs tremble, 
passes on to her well-merited doom. 
When the child of, Thyatira becomes the 
“mother of harlots,” and “these harlots 
give birth to the cults and isms of guilty 
Christendom, and all are placed in the 
Devil’s melting pot, the Scarlet Woman 
appears. 

Had this church judged this sin and 
put away this foul hateful woman from 
their midst, how different things might 
have been today. The laxity of the 
church today is appalling in this very 
thing and terrible sins are sanctioned by 
the church. A principle given by divine 
authority_in the Holy Scriptures is that, 
when sin is committed among the peo- 
ple of God, the saints are duty bound 
fearlessly and righteously to judge that 
sin by the Scriptures. Failure to do so 
was the sin’of Thyatira, and it later bore 
its bitter fruit. Rome may fool the 
Modernists, but she cannot fool God. 
Rome never alters her creeds to suit 
anybody, her eye is upon earthly power, 
the power she wielded before the Refor- 
mation. If she had that power today, 
Christian blood would flow in rivers 
again, the fires of martyrdom would be 
rekindled, and all her infernal imple- 
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Lesson for’ May 9 


ments of torture would be working over- 
time. The “overcomers,” who turn away 
from her allurements (vs. 26-29), will 
receive the overcomer’s reward of asso- 
ciation with Christ when He rules the 
earth in person. 

In the Church at Sardis is pictured 
that great movement known in history 
as the Reformation, the movement which 


shook the medieval thoughts of religion.’ 


The tiny hammer that nailed Luther’s 
theses on the church door of Wittenberg 
was a challenge to the greatest religious 
system of Christendom. Not only in 
Germany but all over the world men 
of God were rising. John Knox in Scot- 
land, John Calvin in France, and others 
were being moved by God to champion 
the cause of Protestantism. Soon the 
Dark Ages would be dispelled by Gospel 
light. These bold reformers fanned to 
flames the dying embers of forgotten 
truths. This fast became a period of 
recovery. The time of ‘this recovery 
would be between A.D. 1517 and 1750. 

Some of the great truths that were 
recovere@l were: 


1. The authority of the Bible over the 
authority of the Roman Catholic Church. 
The great debates surged™ around this 
rock. The Bible had been a closed book, 
and only the priests had access to it. 
Now it began to be an open book. The 
heavenly light streamed again from its 
pages dispelling the gross darkness of 
Romish superstition. Rome today is still 
the enemy of the Bible, wherever she 
can do so, she seeks to keep men from 
it. “This fact has been proved by many 
eyewitnesses in many lands. Rome 
chained the Bible, and burned the Bible 
and those who dared to print it or read 
its pages. Its followers became mar- 
tyrs of men like Claverhouse, Bonner, 
and other zealots of papal Rome. Read 
your histories, read of the Spanish In- 
quisition, St. Bartholomew’s Massacre, 
and countless other records of the in- 
famy of Romish persecution, proved to 
have been committed by her beyond all 
reasonable doybt. 


2. Justification by Faith Alone. This 
doctrine had been lost in the rubbish 
of papal superstition. This imprisoned 
truth rose again from its tomb and set 
the soul free. Its graveclothes removed, 
it set forth on a new ministry to bless 
the hearts of men. It was this truth 
coming with all its quickening power 
that saved Martin Luther as he foolishly 
climbed the stairs of Rome. The fetters 
of superstition that enslaved the victims 
of the Roman See fell off, as with opened 
eyes men saw that forgiveness of sins 
could not be bought, indulgences were 
only a sinful farce, and that only Jesus 
Christ, through His glorious death on 
Calvary, had the power and right to 
forgive sins and He Himself was the 
only mediator between God and man. 


3. Liberty of Conscience, Conscience, 


hitherto kept a prisoner, was released 
and allowed to function as God had in- 
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tended it should do: Rome denied the 
use of the conscience, and her priests 
usurped the right to tell men what they 
should do. This great light of the hu- 
man soul with which the great Creator 
endowed His creatures will always take 
the part of God. 

4. Freedom of Speech. The priest was 
the mouthpiece of Rome, his word, as 
it was ordered through her popes, was 
final and bimding. *To challenge her 
teachings or question her decrees was 
to have the anathemas of the pope upon 
you and to be excommunicated and 
damned forever. The Reformation set 
men free as moral agents, responsible 
to God alone. 

5. Confession of Sin to God Alone. 
The auricular confessional has been the 
cesspool of iniquity since its invention. 
Civil authorities, to protect its victims, had 
to legislate against this wicked practice to 
safeguard women who, through delusion, 
came to pour out all their sins to the 
wily priest who pried her heart with 
indecent questionings. Would to God 
that the American people would inform 
themselves as to how this licentious prac- 
tice is ruining the body and soul of the 
millions of its victims. There is no 
mediator between God and man but 
Jesus Christ. Mary cannot intercede, 
Peter never could, saints are helpless 
here, priests can never come between 
God and man. Only Jesus Christ can do 
this. 

6. The Lord’s Sapper. The blessed in- 
stitution of this memorial feast, -in spite 
of all its simplicity, was changed by 
Rome to the idolatrous Mass. THis un- 
bloody sacrifice was adopted from pagan- 
ism about the fourth century. It has 
made Rome rich. In it the bread is sup- 
posed to be changed into the actual body 
of Christ and the wine into the blood 
of Christ. 

7. The Scriptural Doctrine of Eternal 
Punishment, Even today Rome teaches 
that souls must go to purgatory and that, 
through its refining fires and by the con- 
tinual payment of money they can finally 
be delivered. This is one of the greatest 





N EXCELLENT chart depict- 

ing the various dispensations in 
“The Course of Time from Eternity 
to Eternity” has been prepared by. 
A. E. Booth, and will be found es- 
pecially helpful in reading and 
studying Mr. Ainslie’s series of 
articles, “The Dawn of the Scarlet 
Age.” The chart is in color, on 
good paper, measuring 33x13 inches, 
and is accompanied by a 34-page 
“key” by the same author. 

Both the chart and key may 
be had for $1, postpaid, per set. 
Just address The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5, and ask for the 
“Course of Time” chart. 
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money-making schemes the world has 
ever known. Money ceaselessly flows 
into the treasure chests through prayers 
for the living and prayers for the dead. 
Rome claims that those who die outside 
her Church are eternally lost. The loved 
ones of those who die inside her Church 
must pay to get. their souls out of pur- 
gatory or else they burn in these purga- 
torial fires. Thus by this heartless, cruel, 
inhuman method of preying upon human 
sorrows and broken hearts these cruel, 
heartless priests extract untold sums of 
money from helpless victims who are 
taught from infancy the farce of purga- 
tory. Purgatory comes from pagan super- 
stition and not from the Word of God. 
The Reformation restored the Biblical 
doctrine that, at death, the eternal des- 
tiny of a soul is fixed. Once a soul enters 
the place of departed spirits where the 
souls of the impenitent dead are sent 
(Luke 16:19-31), no amount of money 
can buy release. 

These are but a few of the many bless- 
ings that the Reformation restored. How 
sad it is to witness the trend of the times 
—Protestantism losing its mighty power, 
turning again to Romish superstition. 
Like Sardis, official Protestantism is 
dead. She has a name to live but is 
lifeless. Profession without possession. 
What a blessing a living Protestantism 
could be to this sad world today! We 
need another Martin Luther to challenge 
once more the claims of papal Rome, an- 
other John Knox that could make her 
tyrants weep, another William Tyndale, 
with that burning passion that the poor- 
est as well as the richest shall read the 
Word of God. We need someone to 
embalm and bury this dead Modernist 
Protestantism, bury it with all its Ba- 
bylonian superstition acquired from this 
“mother of harlots,” and we need a new 
Protestantism to be born, which will 
again champion the great truths lost in 
late years—the absolute authority of the 
Holy Scriptures; the eternal efficacy of 
the shed blood atonement of Christ; the 
deity of Jesus Christ; the priesthood of 
all believers; and the other grand, old 
truths which fit us for Heaven and which 
keep us out of hell. 


(To be continued) 
we 


“Why... 2” 


(Continued from second page) 


God’s plan is always the-highest and 
best for our lives, even though it may 
not be plainly revealed to us: at the 
moment. 

If our lives are completely yielded to 
God, if we are willing to be or do what- 
ever is in His plan for us, we shall not 
need to know the reason for anything 
that comes into our lives. We only need 
be certain that we are in such a rela- 
tion to God that out of every experience 
He can bring enrichment to our lives 


and blessing to others, ; 
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Harvesting in Latin America 
In spite of indifference, opposition, and corruption 


WAS in a prayer meeting in Jamaica. 

Phil and Ben Saint and my husband 
and I had just arrived to be the evange- 
listic team that would spearhead the 
English Methodist World-Wide Evange- 
listic Crusade there. We knew what the 
Lord had in store for us when we heard 
an aged layman pray in trembling voice, 
“Our land needs Jesus!” 

Before the end of our stay in Jamaica, 
941.men and women who needed Jesus 
had accepted Him. And, in all of the 
seven countries where my husband and 
I were privileged to minister last year, 
we saw similar results. 

When we arrived in Jamaica, in Janu- 
ary, we found a very satisfactory, ground- 
work of publicity and trained personal 
workers, prepared and prayed over dur- 
ing a period of months prior to our 
arrival on the island. A strong Protes- 
tant background and the availability of 
town squares and parks for public open- 
air gatherings (no church was large 
enough for the crowds) also tended 
toward the success of the compaigns. 

On the other hand, we were faced with 
religious indifference, vice, and corrup- 
tion, with illegitimacy at seventy-eight 
per cent, rastafari and other cults, the 
influence of the Roman Catholic Church, 
peculiar local problems, and the like. 
With reference to churchgoers, one of 
the ministers said: “We are becoming 
too fashionable [carnal, worldly]. We 
desire Scriptural holiness in our lives.” 


We got underway in Kingston on Jan-- 


uary 26, officially welcomed by the gov- 
ernor, His Excellency Hugh McIntosh 
Foot, and also by the Methodist chair- 
man and general superintendent of the 
Jamaica District, the Rev. W. Hartley 
Totty. : 

Artist-evangelist Phil Saint’s sketches, 
illuminated with colored lights, were a 
powerful drawing card; his sermons 
were clear and crisp. As one woman 
remarked: “He gives an appetizin’ ser- 
mon; he bursts so much strength.” Song 
leader Ben Saint (Phil’s brother) was 
tireless in his efforts to win men to 
Christ. 

And so, from January 26 to March 1, 
in Kingston, May Pen, Brown’s Town, 
Montego Bay, Port Antonio, and Morant 
Bay, hacked by the prayers of the local 
groups and by many in the homeland, 
we had total attendances of 66,600 people. 
It was an impact Jamaica will long re- 
member. 

Then the Saints, and my husband and 
I, went on for two months’ similar cam- 
paigns in Barbados, St. Lucia, Grenada, 
and British Guiana. From this point on, 
however, we worked with co-operative 
groups in each campaign, rather than 
with one single denomination. 

4 


By PEARL THOMPSON 


Nightly audiences in Bridgetown, 
Barbados, at the commodious Kensing- 
ton Oval cricket grounds averaged five 
thousand, with over eleven thousand 
present at the final rally” The whole city 
was stirred. During the altar call, one 
night, as I stood with bowed head near 
the piano, someone said: “Please for a 
pass, ma’am.” I hadn’t heard that ex- 
pression before, but as-I looked at the 
lad’s face, I knew well the meaning, 
“Kindly stand aside . . . I wish to make 
my way through this crowd ... I want 
to accept Christ.” There were 657 who 
asked “for a pass.” 

On to St. Lucia, with the wholehearted 
co-operation .of Methodists, Salvation 
Army, and Baptists (Mid-Missions), we 
ventured forth in the open air in Vic- 
toria Park. It was the first United Evan- 
gelical Crusade in the history of the 
island, possibly the most backward of 
the British West Indies. Yet total at- 
tendances were seven thousand seven 
hundred with four hundred and twelve 
seekers in the inquiry room. 

“I wish you to return to fix up more 
souls for Christ,” one dear friend said 
to us. We hope it may be possible. Re- 
luctantly we bade farewell to a land so 
needy. 

At Grenada, in the Queen’s Park in 
the city of St. George’s, three hundred 
and fourteen boldly walked forward, in- 
dicating their desire to follow Christ. 
In this “Spice Island of the West,” a land 
seventy-five per cent Roman Catholic, 
we had ministered to ten thousand, 
seven hundred. It was an outstanding 
triumph of the Gospel, which encouraged 
God’s servants laboring there and gave 
new impetus to the work. 

British Guiana presented a different 
type of religious situation, for forty 
per cent of the population are East In- 
dian Moslems and Hindus. It is the land 
of donkeys, goats, sheep, croaking frogs, 
and alligators without number. Of a 
truth, we were in “Little India.” The 
setup was entirely different from else- 
where; the odds were obviously against 
us. On the: near-by ornate Moslem 
mosque, which we visited, was an in- 
scription in Hindustani and in English: 
“Allah is the greatest . . . No other 
deserves to be worshipped but Allah... 
Come to prayer... Prayer is better 
than sleep.” 

Would the Gospel work? Would the 
coming general elections—incidentally a 
landslide victory for the Communist 
People’s Progressive Party—hinder those 
who nightly attended? With the help of 
the Rev. Joseph Muchan, Canadian Pres- 
byterian, and the Rev. Patrick Magalee, 
converted grandson of a Hindu priest, 
the .outcome far surpassed our feeble 
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faith. Over forty-six thousand listened 
eagerly in the open air in rural Coren- 
tyne and in Berbice, and nine hundred 
and twenty-six in one month’s glorious 
meetings were brought to a saving 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Present political conditions in British 
Guiana are such that it would be im- 
possible to hold similar campaigns today, 
How we praise God for the privilege of 
entering before it was too late! How 
fervently we ought to pray for the babes 
in Christ whom we left behind! 

Passing by Trinidad, where the Jack 
Wyrtzen Team of New York City, under 
the auspices of the Latin America Mis- 
sion, just concluded a successful cam- 
paign on February.7, 1954, we held Easter 
rallies in Port of Spain and San Fer- 
nando. 

Then changing to Latin song leaders 
and evangelists—Israel Garcia and Juan 
Isais of the Latin America Mission, Eliseo 
Hernandez of the Central American Mis- 
sion, Florentino Santana of Disciples of 
Christ—the Latin America Mission 
pushed on to Puerto La Criiz, Ciudad 
Bolivar, Valle de La Pascua, and Ma- 
racay in Venezuela, where the “Orinoco 
River Mission and the Evangeltcal Free 
Church are doing an excellent job. Save 
for few exceptions, we were obliged to 
hold the services in local churches rather 
than in the open air because of Roman 
Catholic government restrictions. And 
once again we witnessed the redeeming 
power of the Gospel message win five 
hundred people from all walks of life. 

Surely God had prospered His Word 
in 1953! While geared primarily to reach 
the unsaved, the evangelistic compaigns 
were characteristically outstanding in 
the large number of professing believers 
who publicly confessed their sins and 
were reinstated. Including campaigns 
in three @ties of Puerto Rico, where my 
husband and I were not able to be pres- 
ent because of conflicting dates, the L.A.M. 
teams ministered to over three hundred 
thousand souls, with a total of four thou- 
sand nine hundred and thirty-riine de- 
cisions for Christ. The prayers and gifts 
of God’s children in the homeland had 
brought rich dividends. The generous 
supply of tracts by the American Tract 
Society of New York City had been scat- 
tered far and wide. 

But the work is far from done in Latin 
America, whose present population now 
stands at the amazing total of one hun- 
dred and seventy-three million. Chang- 
ing political conditions, inherent unrest, 
the increasing inroads by Communism, 
Roman Catholicism, and nationalism add 
urgency to the task of preaching the 
Word in season and out of season. Our 
plans for 1954 include campaigns in Costa 
Rica, Trinidad, Argentina, Paraguay, and 
Uruguay. We need your prayer for the 
Lord’s guidance in all the details per- 
taining to the evangelistic effort and 
for the supply of personnel funds, 


Lone Beacu, CALIF. 
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A Class That Learned the Joy of Giving 


When money-raising schemes were abandoned 
and voluntary, thankful giving was po EE ry 


UR class had been busier than at 

any time since its organization. The 
church treasurer was, of course, gfad to 
receive the money our school group had 
pledged and raiséd, besides a number 
of extra amounts. This was true also 
of the Sunday school treasurer and an- 
other class for which we had bought 
some equipment. 

Many considered us a great success. 
“How could the church and school get 
along without that class?” was frequently 
on the lips of many people. However, 
some of us in the class began to wonder 
just how successful we had really been. 
As a result, we paused to analyze our 
activities and the results. 

We had served dinners, staged ice 
cream socials, sold magazine subscrip- 
tions, collected old newspapers and mag- 
azines, sold all kinds of merchandise, 
sponsored paid programs or entertain- 
ments, and anything else that might 
bring us an extra dime or quarter. There 
was no question that we had raised. 
money, money, money. Every year the 
question had been, “What can we do to 
raise more money?” ' 

We looked more closely at our imme- 
diate class group. The same faithful 
few had done most of the hard work 
for the money-raising efforts. As we 
neared the end of each financial enter- 
prise, there was little joy or cheerfulness 
in our spirits. Many referred to it with 
a joyless smile as “a rat race.” The 
amount of the money received helped 
to make us feel a little better. 

We noticed, though, that our group 
had grown very little numerically. Each 
month it was a mad scramble to get the 
necessary money raised. Every time two 
or-more people got together for any- 
thing connected with the church, school, 
or class, we stuck a collection plate 
under their noses. Inquiry revealed 
quite a number of people felt they had 
met their Christian financial duty after 
they had bought half a dozen dishes of 
ice cream in a year’s time. 

“We're selling a joyful Christianity 
for a costly mess of pottage,” a few of 
us concluded. We decided to find a 
progressive plan that would be more 
attractive and much more effective.. We 
figured as we became actively interested 
in this plan, we would have less time, 
desire, and need for the “rat-race” 
money-making activities. 

We started by sponsoring a monthly 
Family Night. Each family was asked 
to bring their table service and one cov- 
ered dish. There would be no charge 
and no collection taken. Departmental 


workers were ready to take care of the 


- 


By LESLIE E. DUNKIN 


Primary, Junior, Intermediate, and 
Young People so the Adults could enjoy 
the evening in happy Christian fellow- 
ship. ¢ 

When this first evening was ended, 
many were tired, but everybody was 
happy. They all wanted to come again. 
We announced the next monthly Fam- 
ily Night and reminded the people of 
the Sunday services. 

Our class then sponsored community- 
wide visitation leading up to Rally Day 
in our school. Then we called in the 
homes immediately afterward, that were 
represented in the attendance. 

Evangelistic teams were formed in our 
class to go in pairs to homes where not 
all the members of the families of ma- 
ture age are Christians. They did not 
make these visits obnoxious. If they 
sensed the time was not quite right for 
definite evangelistic effort, the visit was 
turned to increase Christian fellowship 
and goodwill there. 

When our pastor has some literature 
to be distributed to the church and 
school membership or throughout the 
community, instead of mailing this and 
having much of it thrown away as so 
much advertising, the members of our 
class deliver this in person. A word of 
explanation or sales talk for its contents 
is presented, to get the best possible 
results from this. 

Once each year, our class now dis- 
tributes attractive literature that em- 
phasizes some phase or plan of Christian 
giving, arising from joy and gratitude in 
the heart and life. Tithing is suggested 
as a good beginning point. No pledges 
are taken at the time of the visitation. 
We are promoting the joy of Christian 
giving. We remember that the Lord 
loves a “cheerful giver.” 

What have been the change? since our 
class has finally dropped all the money- 
raising projects? The tense strain and 
anxiety of former years have vanished. 
They have been replaced by an increased 
Christian friendship and fellowship in 
the class, and also throughout both our 
school and church. We all enjoy our 
Christian living and service much more. 

Our numbers have increased. Happy 
Christian friendship and fellowship at- 
tract»more and more people and hold 
them. Nobody wonders when somebody 
will want to sell a ticket, pass a collec- 
tion plate, or ask for money. The in- 
creased numbers mean steadier mem- 
bers of the class, school, and church. 
Each néw or added person is another 
possibility for joyful Christian living 
and giving. 

Individual miracles have happened in 
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many instances. We hear people ex- 
claim, “Extra money has come to us, so 
we have more to give, and it is much 
easier than before.” We have found 
that nine-tenths with God’s blessings go 
much farther for us than the former ten- 
tenths without God having much of a 
part in it, 

We look upon giving as a happy priv- 
ilege rather than a heavy obligation to 
meet arising needs. The money given 
has become a happy, grateful “Thank 
you!” to God, rather than a “have-to” 
debt that has to be paid in some way. 

The few offerings we now take are 
expressions of gratitude to God for our 
happy blessings. They are not urgent 
demands for so much money. A class 
collection is taken each Sunday to help 
to meet the costs of the school literature 
for our group and others, The usual 
offering is a part of the church service, 
but fe have discarded an annual drive 
for obligating pledges. Each person is 
urged to express the joy of Christian 
living and giving as sincere gratitude 
for our many blessings. 

Soutu Benp, Inp. 


yy 
“Assassins in the Name of God” 


(Continued from second page) 


sufficient to warrant an English trans- 

lation of the book from which you 

took the article, “Assassins in the 

Name of God,” as it appeared in the 

June issues of THe Sunpay ScHooL 

TrmeEs.—A South Carolina pastor. 

Many readers have asked for the above 
articles by Ernest Gordon in booklet 
form, but they have not been reprinted. 
However, substantially the same story 
of Catholit persecution as that which 
appeared in the French book from which 
Mr. Gordon got his material has been 
told in a book entitled “Terror Over 
Yugoslavia,” by Avro Manhattan. Mr. 
Gordon considers this writer “a very 
responsible and able reporter of Roman 
Catholic operations.” The book may be 
obtained from the Saunders Press, Clare- 
mont, Calif., $2.35. 

The first correspondent said she wished 
that these editorials could be “put into 
the hands of all Christian people.” Noth- 
ing would please the Editors better than 
to have every issue of THE Sunpay 
ScHoot Trmes so distributed. Readers 
may help to make it known by giving 
their friends an introductory subscrip- 
tion for 18 weeks for $1. (Canada, $1.10, 
in U.S.A. dollars.) Just send names 
and addresses, with a check or money 
order, to The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, 


I have discovered a grave error I have 
been making for the greater part of my 


life. God has been asking for ME and 


I have been offering Him my SERVICE 
instead.. We are more to Him than all 
our bits of service. —Choice Gleanings 
Calendar. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 6. MAY 9. ELIJAH CHALLENGES BAAL WORSHIP 
1 Kings 17:1 to 19:18; printed text, 1 Kings 17:1, 18:17-24, 37-39 
Golden Text.—How long halt ye between two opinions? if the Lord be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him.—1 Kings 18:21 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

1 Kings 17:1 And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the 
inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the Lorp God of 
Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew 
nor rain these, years, but according to my word. 

Chap. 18:17 And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, 
that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel? 

18 And he answered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou, 
and thy father’s house, in that ye have forsaken the com- 
mandments of the Lorp, and thou hast followed Baalim. 

19 Now therefore send, and gather to me all Israel unto 
mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four hundred and 
fifty, and the prophets of the groves four hundred, which eat 
at Jezebel’s table. 

20 So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and gath- 
ered the prophets together unto mount Carmel. 

21 And Elijah came unto all the people and said, How 
long halt ye between two opinions? if the Lorp be God, follow 
him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered 
him not a word, 


22 Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, remain 
a prophet of the Lorp; but Baal’s prophets are four hundred 
and fifty mep. 

23 Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let them 
choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and 
lay it on wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress the 
other bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: 

24 And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call 
on the name of the Lorn: and the God that answereth by fire, 
let him be God. And all the people answered and said, It 
is well spoken. 

37 Hear me, O Lorp, hear me, that this people may know 
that thou art the Lorp God, and that thou hast turned their 
heart back again. 

38 Then the fire of the Lorp fell and consumed the burnt- 
sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and 
licked up the water that was in the trench. 

39 And when all the people saw it, they fell on’ their faces: 
and they said, The Lorp, he is the God; the Lorp, he is the God. 
Lessons based’ on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
N HIS inimitable “Bible Characters,” 
I Alexander Whyte says of Elijah, 
“He was a Mount-Sinai of a man, 
with a heart like a thunderstorm.” There 
is no more colorful character in all the 
Bible. 

When I was a child, we had a game 
which was played to the accompaniment 
of the jingle: ‘ X 

O the grand old Duke of York, 

He had ten thousand men; 
He —— them up to the top of the 
And he marched them down again. 

When they were up, they were up, 

—_ when they were down, they were 

And whan ‘they were only half-way up, 

They were neither up nor down. 

Elijah was like the grand old Duke 
of York and his ten thousand men in 
this respect, that “when he was up, he 
was up, and when he was down, he was 
down.” But there the likeness’ ceases, 
for unlike them, he was never “half-way 
up,” never “neither up nor down.” It 
was either Carmel or the juniper tree. 
Yet the juniper tree was the exception. 
He was.more at home on Horeb, the 
Mount of God. 

Such a man could not be at peace with 
sin and corruption and oppression and 
the abominations of heathendom which 
had invaded the court and the national 
life of Israel. Elijah in such surround- 


ings created all the atmospheric con- 
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ditions for thunder and lightning and 
storm. His passion for God’s Kingdom 


. and righteousness would brook no com- 


promise, allow no easy treatment. Yet 


he never sought destruction for its own ‘ 


sake. A drastic situation demanded 
drastic measures, but remedy was the 
end in view. His was not a mere nega- 
tive passion, ready to slay the false 
prophets; it was also positive, craving 
.the honor of God and the welfare of 
the people. Look at him on the top of 
Carmel, with his face between his knees 
(1 Kings 18:42). He is pouring out his 
very soul for the parched- land below, 
and the equally parched souls. Or see 
him’ running before Ahab’s_ chariot 
through the drenching rain (v. 46), a 
man ready to serve his king with the 
same ardor that he had employed in re- 
buking him. Yes, behind the storm- 
countenance of Elijah there beat a heart 
of noble and tender passion. 

What was the secret of his power? 
Just this, that he stood before God 
(17:1). That is why no man could stand 
before him. 


Verse by Verse 

1 Kings 17:1—“And Elijah the Tish- 
bite . ., said unto Ahab, As the Lord 

. liveth, before whom I stand, there 
shall not be dew nor rain .. .” Notice 
the relation between this verse and all 
that follows in the eighteenth chapter. 
Without the drought there could’ have 
been no such test as that on Carmel. 
Standing before Jehovah made Elijah 
fearless to stand before Ahab. 


>. 





Chap. 18:17.—“Art thou he that trou- 
bleth Israel?” The sinner always thinks 
that the prophet who condemns his sin 
is the troublemaker. . 


Verse 18.—“Ye have forsaken the com- 
mandments of the Lord, and thou hast 
followed Baalim.” Elijah puts his finger 
on the seat of the trouble. Forsaking 
God is the sure way to disaster. _ Jero- 
boam had corrupted the worship of Jeho- 
vah, but Ahab had introduced the false 
gods of the nations around, through the 
influence of his wife (16:30-33). 


Verse 19.—“. . . gather to me all Israel 
unto mount Carmel, and the prophets 
of Baal .. . which eat at Jezebel’s table.” 
Elijah was willing to stand as lone rep- 
resentative of Jehovah against eight hun- 
dred and fifty representatives of false 
gods. At that, he was in the majority! 
Notice where the prophets received their 
support. Perhaps it was more sumptuous 
than Elijah’s fare (17:6, 16), but it was 
not so sure (18:40). 


Verse 20.—“So Ahab. , . gathered the 
prophets together unto mount Carmel.” 
Ahab | is obeying Elijah! The man of 
God Carries an authority which kings 
do not possess. 


Verse 21.—“How long halt ye between 
two opinions? if the Lord be God, fol- 
low him: but if Baal, then follow him 
...” The ASV. is vivid here: “How 
long go ye limping between the two 
sides?” The people were not wholly 
committed to the king’s way and his - 
false gods, nor yet convinced that Je- 


‘ 
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, 
fhovah alone was God. So they were 
worshiping Jehovah one day and Baalim 
the next day! 

Verse 22.—“I, even I only, remain a 
prophet of the Lord; but Baal’s prophets 
are four hundred and fifty men.” He 
draws attention to his seeming handi- 
cap, which he is not afraid to accept. 
Apparently the prophets whom Obadiah 
had fed (v. 13) were not active enough 
to’ reckon in the count. 

Verse 23.—“Let them therefore give 
us two bullocks; and let them choose 
one bullock ... and I will dress the 
other bullock . . .” Notice that Elijah 
gives the false prophets the advantage 


of first choice, so they could not attrib-- 


ute their failure to an inferior sacrifice. 

Verse 24.—“. . . the God that answereth 
by fire, let him be God. And all the 
people .. . said, It is well spoken.” The 
proposition was manifestly fair, and more 
than fair, as the sun-god, Baal, ought 
to be able to produce fire! But see Levit- 
icus 9:24. Elijah had a wonderful prece- 
dent upon which to base his challenge. 


Verses 25-36.—These verses tell the 
story of the ineffective prayers of 
the priests of Baal, and of Elijah’s prep- 
arationg for his sacrifice. 

Verse 37.—“Hear me, O Lord, hear me, 
that this people may know that thou art 
the Lord God, and that thou hast turned 
their heart back again.” There is a strange 
calm in this prayer, in marked contrast 
from all that has gone before. Here is 
passion too deep for storm, and it is for 
* God and His people. 

Verse 38.—“Then the fire of the Lord 
fell and consumed the burnt-sacrifice 
...” It took more than a flash of light- 
ning to do what is related in this verse! 
@ee 1 Chron, 21:26; 2 Chron. 7:1.) 

Verse 39.—“. . . the people... fell 
on their faces: and they said, The Lord, 
he is the God...” The evidence was 
overwhelming, and the limping people 
became a leaping people (Acts 3:8)—for 
a little while. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Things had come to a sorry plight in 
Israel. The sin of Jéroboam was that 
he “changed the glory of the uncorrupt- 
ible God into an image made like to 
. . . fourfooted beasts” (Rom. 1:23), and 
the nation had largely followed him in 
this idolatry. As if this were a light 
thing,. Ahab, influenced by a heathen 
wife, introduced the foreign god, Baal, 
identified as the sun-god. Once again 
the nation followed the king, though not 
with the same abandon. Seven thou- 
sand held out against the innovation (19: 
18), while the rest, adopted a hesitating 
attitude, unwilling to forsake Jehovah, 
the God of their fathers, but unable to 
resist altogether the pressure of the new, 
popular religion. 

Into this situation stepped Elijah, the 
man who stood before the Lord -<God 
(17:1), announcing a like dreught and 
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Last Week's Lesson 


5. (2) May 2.—Judgment on Jero- 
boam = 1 Kings 12:25-33; 14:1-20 


Next Week's Lesson 


7. (4) May 16.—Elijah Rebukes Ahab. 
1 Kings 21 








famine in the physical realm as had 
pervaded the spiritual. This lasted long 
enough to make it clear to all that there 
was a relation between the drought and 
their departure from the God of Israel. 
It also prepared the way for a show- 
down. In face of the sufferings of the 
people, Ahab and the priests of Baal 
would not dare to refuse Elijah’s chal- 
lenge. The rugged Tishbite stood as sole 
representative of the living and the true 
God. If the prophets whom Obadiah 
had befriended were anywhere around 
(18:13), Elijah did not invite their co- 
operation. The victory would be the 
more manifest if he stood alone (18:22). 
On the other side stood four hundred 
and fifty priests of Baal and four hun- 
dred priests who superintended the re- 
volting worship of the images of Astarte, 
under the patronage and support of the 
queen. 

The challenge was’ exceedingly apro- 
pos, since Baal was the sun-god, ruler 
of fire. He was invited to act in his own 
special province in sending fire! On the 
other hand, Elijah was acting, not only 
on the authority of God’s command (18: 
36), but with encouraging precedent. 
On more than one occasion the Lord had 
answered by fire (Lev. 9:24; 1 Chron. 
21:26; 2 Chron. 7:1). There was no doubt 
of the issue in Elijah’s mind. He could 
afford, therefore, to give his opponents 
every advantage—choice of the animal 
for sacrifice, first turn in the contest, 
with all the time they wanted; while 
he took the “handicap” of having every- 
thing pertaining to his sacrifice thor- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 4 
HAT was the sin of Jeroboam? 
2. What sin did Ahab add to that 
of Jeroboam? 
3. What induced Ahab .to add sin to 
sin? 
4. How did the nation respond to the 
sin of Ahab? 
5. What was the secret of Elijah’s 
courage? 
6. What does the name Elijah mean? 
7. In what respect was Elijah’s chal- 
lenge, “The God that answereth by fire, 
let him be God,” most appropriate? 
8. What advantages in the contest did 
the priests of Baal have? 
9, What right had Elijah to assume the 
duties of a priest? 
10. What two sources of confidence had 
Elijah in expecting God to send fire? 
( Answers on page 359) 
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oughly soaked with water (1 Kings 
18: 32-35). 

The difference between the frenzy of 
the heathen priests (vs. 28, 29) and the 
calm confidence of Elijah’s prayer (vs. 
36, 37) is indeed striking. If we are 
working with God, we do not need to 
be all tensed up and panicky. The ef- 
fect on the people was electric. With 
one voice they acclaimed the Lord as 
God. 

But the God who answered by fire 
answered also by rain, and the thirsty 
land rejoiced in the refreshing. The fire 
may be needed for’ demonstration, but 
it is the rain that makes the wilderness 
spring forth and blossom as the rose. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The curse (1 Kings 17:1) 
2. The convocation (18: 17-20) 
3. The challenge (vs. 21-24) 
4. The contest (vs. 25-35) 

5. The conquest (vs. 36-40) 


Topics for Development 


What’s in a Name? Sometimes noth- 
ing, sometimes much. The name of Eli- 
jah is most significant in view of the 
time in which he lived. It means, “Je- 
hovah [the Lord] ig my God.” If he re- 
ceived this name from his parents, we 
have Here an indication that they were 
of the godly remnant who were true to 
the God of Abraham and of Isaac and 
of Jacob in a day of apostasy, and were 
not afraid to confess Him by bestowing 
such a name upon their son. It is not 
difficult to imagine such parents instruct- 
ing their boy in the truth of God, and 
encouraging him to that loyalty and de- 
votion which later blazed forth in the 
prophetic office. It is interesting to 
notice that the cry of the people on see- 
ing the fire fall from Heaven is an echo 
of the prophet’s own name. They turned 
“the name of the prophet himself into 
a war-cry, ‘Eli-Jah-hu’” (Stanley). So 
the name Elijah became a synonym for 
Israel’s return to God. 


Was Elijah a Priest? There is no indi- 
cation that Elijah was a priest, or that 
he was of the priestly tribe. ‘Yet he 
performed a priestly act in offering the 
sacrifice on Carmel, and it was accepted. 
In an economy in which the priesthood 
was carefully guarded, how can we ac- 
count for this? We remember what hap- 
pened to Korah and his company of 
malcontents who sought the privileges 
of the priesthood (Num. 16), and to King 
Uzziah who intruded into the priest's 
office (2 Chron, 26:16-21). Perhaps two 
answers can be offered. The priesthood 
had been utterly degraded in the north- 
ern kingdom Of Israel, and those of the 
Levitical order were in Judah. In such 
a situation one who stood before the 
Lord as did Elijah was qualified for the 
priestly function. In addition, Elijah 
was a prophet, and as such carried 
priestly authority. Moses and Samuel 
before him, both prophets, exercised the* 
rights of the priesthood. 
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Practical Applications 

Learn the secret of the presence of 
God, and you will have no fear of man. 

No man can stand against him who 
stands before God. ‘ 

You can never be outnumbered with 
God on your side. 

Frenzy is an admission of impotence. 
Power and poise go together, 

You do not need to jostle for advan- 
tage when God is with you. 

Some leap during the “annual re- 
vival,” and limp the rest of the year. 
What about. you? 


Golden Text 

1 Kings 18:21—“How long halt ye be- 
tween two opinions? if the Lord be God, 
follow him: bu®if Baal, then follow him 
...” Indecision is never good, but it is 
desperately bad where the highest issues 
are at stake. Find the truth, and fol- 
low it. 


ExumuurstT, ILL. 
’ w 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEsTeD HyMNS 
“O God, Our Help in Ages Past” 
“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” 
“O Jesus, I Have Promised” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Almighty 
God, our Heavenly Father, who didst 
call and strengthen earlier heroes of 
faith, move our hearts to renewed de- 
votion and loyalty to Thee by the story 
of Elijah, that we may go out to stand 
true to Thee’in a world of sin. Raise 
up the champions of the faith that this 
hour demands. Bless the work of every 
true servant of Christ today, and by 
their witness draw ever-increasing num- 
bers to the Saviour in this and every 
land. Bless those who strive for jus- 
tice and peace among nations, and those 
who labor to improve the lot of the 
millions of poor and needy people in 
lands not as favored as ours. Before 
the spread of the Gospel let sin, super- 
stition, and ignorance be put to flight. 
For the sick and the sad of our ac- 
quaintance, we pray that they may be 
mercifully dealt with according to Phy 
loving wisdom, and given Thy comfort. 
Forgive our sins, and establish us in 
loyal devotion to Thee and to the cause 
of Thy dear Son. We ask all in His 
name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Looking at Elijah 
standing alone against Ahab, Jezebel, and 
Baal’s four hundred and fifty prophets 
we say, How magnificent! We feel he is 
in a class by himself, tha#we can never 
aspire to anything like his faith and 
courage. But remember that James says, 
“Elias was a man subject to like pas- 
sions as we are”—but he prayed, and his 
fervent prayers had mighty results. He 
could pray as he did because his whole 
concern in life was the glory of God. 
He longed to see his wayward people 
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converted, for their own good and still 
more for God’s glory. We, too, may 
seek and cultivate zeal for God and 
souls, and then by prayer and obedience 





to God’s leading we can count for God 
WHERE 


PUTS 





THERE GOD neeos YOU 


NEEDS 








where He has placed us. We may feel 
very weak, and may ask, Who am I to 
stand in the battle for God and souls? 
But the right question is not, Who am I, 
but, Who is my Master? For when God 
has control of us, any work He gives us 
becomes possible. 

Recently the Moody Monthly published 
a true story entitled, “He Needs You 
There.” It shows what God can do to- 
day through ordinary Christians when 
they yield to Him. A Christian woman 
accepted a teaching position in a rural 
high school, but found such a spirit of 
antagonism and defiance that she felt 
she must resign. A friend to whom she 
confided her intention said, “The Lord 
needs you there,” and that sent her back 
to let her light shine in that sin-dark- 
ened community. The results were re- 
markable. Teen-agers were converted 
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and the, atmosphere of school and dis- 
trict greatly changed for the better by 
the Gospel witness of this teacher and 
others who teamed up with her. The 
Lord needs you where He has placed 
you, and as you pray and let your light 
shine for God there, what He wants to 
do through you will be accomplished 
and the tide turned in favor of His 
cause and Kingdom. ' 


Cacary, ALTA., CAN. 
we 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“There shall not be dew nor rain these 
years ...” (1 Kings 17:1).—Like a per- 
son surprised by a sudden flash of light- 
ning and clap of thunder, King Ahab 
must have appeared as he looked upon 
and listened to the Prophet Elijah! For 
without a moment’s warning, Ahab was 
confronted by this strange looking per- 
son. 

The name, Elijah, means “Jehovah is 
my God.” He came from Tishbeh, an 
obscure village in the mountains of 
Gilead. Nothing is recorded of his par- 
ents and early history. It is like the 


Where The Fl FRE Is Needed !! 


“Then the FIRE of the 


Lord fell and consumed 


the burnt - secrific » 8nd the wood, and the stones, and 
the dust, and licked up the water. in the trench” 7 £1, 18:38) 
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Lord to raise up a man, whom Ahab 

ight have called, “A nobody from 
nowhere,” to be His witness against the 
shocking idolatry of Israel. (See 1 Cor. 
1: 26-31.) 

About fifty-eight years had passe 
since the division of the kingdom upon 
the death of King Solomon. The ten 
tribes had had seven kings in that time, 


namely: Jeroboam, Nadab, Baasha, Elah, 


Zimri, Omri, and Ahab, All were wicked 
men, and Ahab was the worst. He sold 
himself to work “evil in the sight of 
the Lord.” 

While Ahab was filling the land with 
altars to Baal, there was a man across 
the Jordan who, although “subject to 
like passions as we are,” knew what it 
was to stand before the living God of 
Israel, 

We take that expression to mean that 
Elijah knew what it was to commune 
with the Lord, pray to Him, and serve 
Him. He was a righteous man. His 
prayers were fervent and effectual. He 
knew that the Lord had, in the days 
of Moses, threatened to shut up Heaven 
and withhold the rain if they turned 
aside from Him to worship and serve 
other gods. 

Elijah’s prayer (Jas. 5:17) does not 
strike us as being an arbitrary one. He 
was praying in the will of the Lord. It 
is as though he said: “Lord, Thy peo- 
ple have turned aside from Thee. They 
are worshiping and serving other gods. 
Is it not the time for the fulfilling of 
Thy threat? Shut up the heavens, with- 
hold the rain, or it will appear as though 
Thou art not going to keep Thy word.” 
The Lord answered his prayer. Elijah 
was confident the Lord would answer, 
hence his boldness of speech before un- 
godly Ahab. 

“My father is going to bring me a little 
red wagon tonight,” gleefully said a boy 
to a visitor in the home. “Don’t be so 
sure,” said the visitor, “fathers can be- 
come so busy as to forget their prom- 
ises to their sons.” “My father prom- 
ised me, and my father won't forget,” 
confidently said the child. His father 
did not forget! We may place implicit 
faith in our Heavenly Father’s promises 
(Num. 23:19). . 

“Now therefore send, and gather to 
me all Israel unto mount Carmel. ...” 
(1 Kings 18:19).—Elijah had been tested 
in Gilead, and tested at the Brook 
Cherith, and tested in the widow’s home 
in Zarephath. He was now prepared of 
God to give Israel the test of the true 
God on Mount Carmel! . 

The Lord prepares His servants in 
Secret before He brings them to the 
mountaintop of privilege before the 
public. 

A purchaser complained to a sculptor 
that he was charging him too much for 
a bust which he made in ten days. The 
sculptor replied, “You forget that I have 
been thirty years learning to make that 
bust in ten days!” 
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“How long halt ye between two opin- 
ions? .. .” (1 Kings 18:21.)—Passing by 
the guilty king and the false prophets, 
Elijah addresses the mass of the people, 
who by profession were the people of 
the Lord, but by practice were the wor- 
shipers of Baal. Seeking to reach -their 
conscience, he asks, “How long halt ye 
between two opinions?” It was high 
time to choose between Jehovah and 
Baal. 

What a question for multitudes today! 
It is due time to choose between Christ 
and Satan; between light and darkness; 
between life and death; between truth 
and error. Thank God for all, who, like 
Joshua, say, “As for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord!” Indecision 
can be fatal. 

In the polar regions the summer sea- 
son causes much joy by its brightness. 
Every hour is utilized, as the people 
know that in a few weeks the oppor- 
tunity will be gone; and the severity 
of a long winter will again set in. They 
act as those who believe that the time 
is short. Such is the “accepted time; 
... the day of salvation.” A brief but 
precious season. Yet many heed not 
this their only opportunity of a harvest 
of eternal bliss before the long winter 
of death and judgment sets in. Why 
halt another moment? , 

“The Lord, he is the God” (1 Kings 
18:39).—Elijah courteously gave the 
prophets of Baal the first opportunity of 
making the test. And since their god 
was the sun-ged, it should have been a 
simple matter for them to pray down 
the fire necessary to consume the sacri- 
fice. But Baal failed them. 

Then Elijah quietly builds an altar of 
twelve stones—representing Israel posi- 
tionally. He has the wood and sacrifice 
placed upon it; and twelve barrels of 
water poured over it. The water might 
well represent Israel conditionally—for 
the nation was weak as water. 

Elijah offers the prayer of faith—the 
fire falls; the sacrifice, the wood, the 
stones, the dust, the water were con- 
sumed. The people were convinced that 
Jehovah was the true and living God. 

Some have asked where Elijah pro- 
cured the water in that period of: pro- 
longed drought. The Mediterranean Séa 
was at hand, and salt water could have 
served his purpose. But such was not 
necessary; for there is an ancient spring 
near the place of sacrifice which I have 
seen. The residents informed me that 
that spring has never been known to 
go dry. - 

Wawona, CALIF. 

+ 

Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in-all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, try to imagine the scene: 

it is different from anything you 
ever saw or read about. It is on top 
of Mount Carmel that overlooked the 
valley of Jezreel, later called Esdraelon. 
The king of Israel, Ahab, is there with 
his royal escort. A great crowd of 
pagan prophets—prophets of Baal—450 
in number, besides 400 other false 
prophets are there. In the midst of these 
is.an altar of stones with the chopped 
parts of a bullock on top. The prophets 
of Baal, disgruntled and dejected, are 
standing around like a bunch of frus- 
trated actors: many of them bleeding 
from self-inflicted wounds. They have 
been striving with their god, Baal, since 


“morning to send fire to burn their sac- 


rifice-offering, ahd now it is nearly sun- 
set and no fire has come. Over to one 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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side stands the prophet of God, Elijah 
the Tishbite, patiently giving them all 
the time they want—and more. Now 
and then he mocks them, saying, “Cry 
aloud: for he is a god [you say!]; either 
he is talking [too busy to listen to his 
prophets], or he is pursuing [gone hunt- 
ing probably—think of it!], or he is in 
a journey [had to take a_ vacation, 
maybe], or peradventure he sleepeth, 
and must be awaked.” (Imagine a “god” 
getting drowsy and taking a nap while 
his faithful prophets are in a jam like 
this—how careless of a god!) 

This mocking by Elijah must have 
roused them to frenzy. “And they cried 
aloud, and cut themselves after their 
manner with knives and lancets, till the 
. blood gushed out upon them.” They 
even leaped upon their altar, but Baal 
did not answer—and for the simple rea- 
son that Baal was a “phony” and not 
a god at all. 

Now, fellows, the scene changes; look 


with wonder at this, for it has to do 
with od Almighty, our Father in 
Heaven. Elijah had challenged ' the 


prophets of Baal to a contest. They were 
to call upon Baal to send fire to burn 
the bullock on their altar; and he (Eli- 
jah) would call upon the Lord God to 
send fire to consume the chopped bul- 
lock on his altar. “And the God that 
answereth by fire, let him be God.” 
When the sun was nearly down, and 
the prophets of Baal had worn them- 
selves to a frazzle without results, Eli- 
jah stepped forward and told them to 
watch now and see what the Lord would 
do. He arranged his altar and placed 
the chopped pieces of bullock upon it, 
with wood for the fire which God would 
send. Then he made a trench around 
the altar and told the prophets of Baal 
to pour four barrels of water upon the 
meat and the wood (which they doubt- 
less were only too glad to do), then 
told them to do it a second time, and 
then a third time—and even to fill the 
trench about the altar with water, which 
they did. (Can’t you see those old boys 
scuttling back and forth with the barrels 
of water, perhaps thinking, “We'll fix it 
so no fire can burn this sacrifice, even 
if fire should come, which we don’t 
think it can!”) 

And, oh, fellows, just listen to this 
prayer of the man of God as he lifted 
his hands to heaven: “Lord God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be 
made known this day that thou art God 
in Israel, and that I am thy servant, 
and that I have done all these things 
at thy word. Hear me, O Lord, hear me, 
that this people may know that thou art 
the Lord God, and that thou hast turned 
their heart back again. . Then the fire 
of the Lord fell and consumed the burnt- 
sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, 
and the dust, and licked up the water 
that was in the trench. And when all 
the people saw it, they fell on their 
faces: and they said, The Lord, he is the 
God; the Lord, he is the God.” 
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It is interesting to note that in his 
prayer, as recorded, Elijah said nothing 
to the Lord about sending fire. Elijah 
knew that God knew what to do, and 
how to do. Elijah did not have to 
direct God as to the details; God would 
handle that in His own way. Too often 
in praying we find ourselves telling the 
Lord how to answer. “Let it be known 
this day that thou art God in‘Israel... 
that this people may know that thou art 
the Lord God.” That was the heart of 
Elijah’s prayer—that the Lord God might 
be exalted. . 

Fellows, this true story from God’s 
Word teaches its own lesson. “With God 
all things are possible,” and if you are 
God’s trusting servant, in everything 
that is worth attempting you can win, 
though the odds may be 450 to 1 against 
you. 

“If God be for us, who can be against 
us?” (Rom. 8:31.) 

“The Lord is the strength of my life; 
of whom shall I be afraid?” (Psa. 27:1.) 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C, : 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


One AGAINST THE CROWD 


HEN I was about the age of you 

girls, I decided to make a list of 
the kings of Israel and Judah, placing 
a star. beside the name of each good one. 
I thought that when I had finished it 
would be easy to count how many good 
kings each kingdom had and how many 
bad. But when I was finished there 
was no star by the name of any king 
of Israel, the northern kingdom. Jero- 
boam, the first king, was bad and all 


‘that followed him were bad, too, 


After Jeroboam died, his son Nadab 
reigned two years. 
of him in 1 Kings 15:26. Because of his 
wickedness and that of his father and 
all of his house, God let Baasha kill him 
and all his family. 

Baasha made himself king and reigned 
twenty-four years. Read God’s summary 
of his life in 1 Kings 15:34. After Baa- 
sha’s death his son reigned two years, 
and then Zimri, an army captain, assas- 
sinated him and reigned in his stead. 
Although Zimri only reigned one week, 
in that short time he destroyed all of 
the house of Baasha. Then Omri, the 
commander in chief of the army came 
against him. When Zimri saw that he 
would be captured, he burned the palace 
over his own head, and so died. Read 
1 Kings 16:18, 19. Omri was the next 
king. Read what God says about him 
in 1 Kings 16:25. He reigned over all 
Israel for six years, and then his son 
Ahab succeeded him. Read 1 Kings 16: 
30-33. Ahab was the seventh king of 
Israel, and the worst of all 

Because the kings of Israel had utterly 
failed as spiritual leaders of the people, 





Read what God says 
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turning them from God instead of lead- 
ing them to Him, God raised up prophets 
to turn the people toward Himself. Of 
these Elijah was the most remarkable. 
We hear of him first in 1 Kings 17. 
Read yerse 1. Elijah dared to stand 
before wicked King Ahab to warn him 
of God’s coming judgment, for that is 
what his prediction was. Turn to Deu-- 
teronomy 11:13-17. Elijah prophesied 
that there would be no rain, because 
God.had said that if the Israelites turned 
away from Him and worshiped other gods, 
He would withhold the rain. They had 
done this under the leading of Ahab. 
Elijah prophesied fearlessly before the 
king for two reasons: (1) He had the 
Word of God back of him, so that he 
was certain that he spoke the truth. (2) 
Elijah felt the presence of God more 
real even than the presence of the king. 
When he stood before Ahab he said, 
“As the Lord . . . liveth, before whom 
I stand.” Elijah’s faith in, and obe- 
dience to, the living God make a happy © 
contrast to the unbelief and disobe- 
dience of the king and of the nation. 
The rest of 1 Kings 17 tells three stories 
of Elijah which you girls already know: 
(1) The ravens, (2) The barrel of meal 


that did not fail, (3) The widow’s son 


raised from the dead. These things 
happened in the three years after Eli- 
jah’s daring prophecy to the king, which 
was being fulfilled during that time. 
There was neither rain nor dew, and the 
angry, distressed king sought for Elijah 
all through his own kingdom. Not find- 
ing him, he sent to surrounding countries 
and demanded that they find the prophet, 
and send him back to Israel for pun- 
ishment. But no one could find him. 
However, after about three’ and a half 
years God told Elijah to go back to 
Israel to interview Ahab once more. 
Read 1 Kings 18:1, 2. Now drop down 
to verse 17. What question did Ahab 
ask Elijah? Read Elijah’s answer in 
verse 18. Elijah spoke to the king as 
fearlessly as he would have spoken to 
the humblest person in the\land. He 
was still conscious of the presence of 
God. In the light of that presence, all 
human greatness seems very small, 

King Ahab had wanted to do dreadful 
things to Elijah, but now when at last 
he saw him, he listened to his rebuke, 
and then obeyed his command! Why is 
this? (Because God was with Elijah.) 
Right. f 

The next scene takes place on top of 
Mt. Carmel, Here we see four hundred 
and fifty prophets of Baal, a large num- 
ber of Israelites who had come to watch 
the proceedings, and Elijah standing 
alone facing both groups. Read what 
he said to the people in verse 21. Why 
did they make no answer? (Maybe-some 
of them did not know what they be- 
lieved. Maybe some believed in the 


Lord, but were afraid to say so.) Prob- 
ably you are both right. 

Read verse 22. Elijah stood alone for 
the true God, although we find later 
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that there were seven thousand people 
in Israel who had not worshiped Baal. 
These were dear to the Lord, but cer- 
tainly they will not receive the great 
reward that Elijah will. Now read Eli- 
jah’s proposition in verses 23, 24. What 
did the people say this time? (“It is 
well spoken.”) 
_ Then Elijah gave the prophets of Baal 
the first turn to get an answer from their 
idol. They called upon him from morn- 
ing till noon, but there was no answer. 
Read what Elijah said in verse 27. He 
was mocking them, yet he had a good 
purpose in doing it. He did not want 
them to stop praying to Baal till the 
Israelites were satisfied that there would 
be no answer. The false prophets 
worked themselves up into a frenzy, 
shouting, jumping on their altar, and 
even cutting themselves with knives, but 
it was of no use. Finally they gave up. 
Then at the time of offering the eve- 
ning sacrifice to God, Elijah asked the 
people to come near him, so they could 
see everything he did. He wanted them 
to be as sure that the true God did an- 
swer as they were now sure that Baal 
did not. First Elijah repaired the 
broken-down altar of the Lord. Then he 
dug a great trench around it. After the 
wood and offering were all ready, the 
prophet called for twelve barrels of 
water to be poured over his altar. It 
drenched everything, even filling the 
great trench he had dug. Can you guess 
why Elijah did this? (So the people 
could not say later, “Elijah had fire un- 
der there ali the time.”) Good thinking. 
Now read verses 37-39 and see what 
happened. Immediately fire fell from 
Heaven, and what a fire! It consumed 
the soaked offering, the wood and then 
the stones, the dust end all the water! 
ere was no doubt whatever that the 
Lord sent such a fire as this. No won- 
der the people fell on their faces and 
said, “The Lord, he is the God; the Lord, 
he is the God.” Only the living God can 
answer in such a way as that. After 
this great demonstration of the power of 
God, we would expect all Israel to turn 
back to God. Next time, the Lord will- 
ing, we will see what did happen. 
FERNDALE, WASH. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 

One Against Four Hundred and Fifty 

(1 Kings 18:25, 29, 30, 36-39) 
REPARE a chart entitled “The North- 
ern Kingdom of Israel.” Below the 
title put headings for two columns: “Bad 
Kings,” “God’s Prophets.” There should 
be room for seven names to be entered 
below a heading. Enter the names of 
Jeroboam and Ahijah. This chart may 

be used for review each Sunday. 
Do you suppose the next king did bet- 
ter than Jeroboam? See 1 Kings 15:26. 
Now comes King Number Three from a 
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different family (v. 34); and his son (16: 


13). The next was king for only seven 
days, but—(v. 19). Then camé Number 
Six (vs. 25, 26). Now let me introduce 


you to Number Seven, whom we shall 
put on our chart, (Read vs. 30-33.) 
Don’t forget the name of his queen— 
we'll hear more of her. (Add “and 
Jezebel” after “Ahab” on the chart.) 
And now, too, you know the name of 
their god—Baal. Ahab was worse than 
all who were before him! Don’t you 
think it is about time for God to do 
something? He did! 

One day a prophet, dressed in animal 
skins with a leather belt, appeared at 
the rich palace with an announcement 
(1 Kings 17:1; 2 Kings 1:8). Tell how 
God cared for his prophet by the brogk 
and with the widow, omitting the in- 
cident of the widow’s son, as it has no 
direct bearing on our present story. Pic- 
ture the terrible scarcity of food, no 
grass for the animals. Then describe 
the sudden appearance of Elijah to 
Obadiah and Ahab, and proceed to the 
detailed account of the great contest. At 
the conclusion you can mention that God 
then sent the rain so needed. If some- 
one asks where Elijah got the water 
when it was so dry, explain that on 
Mount Carmel, where this happened, 
there is a never-dry well. 

Sometimes it seems to a Christian boy 
(or girl) at school that he is the only 
one who loves the Lord, and that those 
who do wrong “get away with it,” and 
get along better than he. Remember 
Elijah. (Add his name to the chart.) 
He- said, “I will call on the name of 
the. Lord” (1 Kings 18:24, Memory 
Verse). The Lord is patient with sin- 
ners. He gives them many chances to 
turn and be saved. But there is always 
an end. And then on whose side do 
you want to be? Repeat Psalm 1. 

How shall you arrange the pictures to 
illustrate the First Psalm? I am fixing 
mine in flash card form, using white 
background for verses 1-3, 6a; and black 
for 4, 5, 6b. The first card has “blessed” 
with a picture of a man. Then comes 
one with a picture of people walking, 
with “not” at the top and “ungodly” 
below the group; next, a group standing, 
with “nor” and “sinners”; and then, two 
people seated, with “nor” and “scorn- 
ful.” A picture of a person reading the 
Bible, with the word “delight” at the 
top, and a picture of someone deep in 
thought, with the word “meditate,” sug- 
gest verse 2. A tree growing by water 
—preferably a palm because it is ever- 
green—fruit, a leaf, and two trees, one 
larger than the other to represent “pros- 
per,” suggest verse 3. For verse 4a, just 
a plain black card will do; then for 4b, 
a picture of winnowing or sifting—mine 
came from the TrmMEs some years ago. 
For verse 5 a picture of a judge on the 
bench will suggest “judgment,” and peo- 
ple in church will represent “congre- 
gation of the righteous.”- For verse 6 
I am using. a picture of the Israelites 
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crossing the Red Sea, and if I cannot 
find one of the Egyptians overwhelmed 
in that same sea, I shall put the word 
“perish” in white on the black back- 
ground. 

As you teach each verse, you may like 


an illustrative story: verse 1—Noah 
(Gen. 6 to 9); verse 2—the boy Jesus in 
the Temple (Luke 2:42-49); verse 3— 
Joseph in Egypt (Gen. 39 to 41; 49:22); 
verse 4—Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5: 
1-10); verse 5—Uzziah (2 Chron. 26: 16- 
21); verse 6—at the Red Sea (Exod, 14). 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


} yan AHAB was a very wicked king. 
He was king over God’s people, Is- 
rael. The Bible tells us that King Ahab 
“did more to provoke the Lord God of 
Israel to anger than all the kings of 
Israel that were before him” (1 Kings 
16:33). King Ahab and his wife had 
torn down the altars which were to be 
used to worship the true and living God 
in Heaven. Then the king and queen 
taught the people to worship a heathen 
god which really was no god at all. He 
had eyes, but he could not see. He had 
ears, but he could not hear. He had a 
mouth, but he could not speak. The 
god’s name was Baal. 

Baal was like many other gods that 
people in those long ago days (and to- 
day!) worshiped—gods made by people’s 
hands, gods of wood and stone. (For 
a full description of heathen gods, read 
Psa, 115:4-8.) And the people of God, 
because of wicked King Ahab, not only 
worshiped the true and living God, but 
they had also begun worshiping the 
false god, Baal! The true God, you re- 
member, had commanded, “Thou shalt 
have no other gods before me. Thou 
shalt not make unto thee any graven 
image. . . . Thou shalt not bow down 
thyself to them, nor serve them .. .” 
(Exod. 20:3-5). 

God loved His people. And because 
He had created these people to love Him, 
He was grieved and displeased because 
they were loving and worshiping a false 
god. So He spoke to one of his mes- 
sengers, Elijah. Elijah loved and served 
God. Often he talked with God and 
walked with Him each day. It was 
easy, then, for Elijah to hear God's voice. 
God told him what he should do. And 
Elijah did it. 

Elijah told King Ahab to gather together 
the people on a high, beautiful mountain. 
And the king and the people did as 
Elijah commanded. “If the Lord be 
God, follow him,” said Elijah. “But if 
Baal [is God], then follow him” (1 
Kings 18:21). He told the people to build 
an altar, put wood on it, and place a 
bullock on it. He, too, would build an 
altar and put wood and a bullock on 
that one. (In those days, it was God's 
plan to have people worship Him b 
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having an animal sacrificed on an altar.) 

“Call ye on the name of your gods,” 
Elijah declared, “and I will call on the 
name of the Lord: and the God that 
answereth by fire, let him be God” (v. 
24). The people agreed. And the 
prophets of Baal called on their god 
(a god who has ears, but hears not!) 
from morning until evening. They made 
loud crying noises; they cut themselves 
with knives till their blood gushed out. 
But Baal did not answer. He could not 
answer. For Baal is a false god. 

Then Elijah prepared his altar with 
the wood and the bullock. He surprised 
the people by commanding, “Fill four 
barrels with water, and pour it on the 
burnt-sacrifice, and on the wood... . 
Do it the second time. And they did 
it ithe second time. And he said, Do it 
the third time. And they did it the 
third time. And fhe water ran round 
about the altar; and he filled the trench 
also with water. And... Elijah... 
said, Lord God .. . let it be known this 
day that thou art God... . Then the fire 
of the Lord fell and consumed the burnt- 
sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, 
and the dust, and licked up the water 
that was in thé trench. And when all 
the people saw it, they fell on their 
faces: and they said, The Lord, he is 
the God; the Lord, he is the God” (vs. 
33-36, 38, 39). 

And today the Lord still uses men and 
women and boys and girls, who, like 
Elijah, love and serve and believe Him. 

Teachers’ Note: Today’s lesson can be 
visualized on the flannelgraph in one of 
two ways: (1) By the use of Little Jetts. 
These can be made from pipe-cleaner 
stick men, which easily adhere to flan- 
nel. Use two pipe cleaners for each 
character, shaped as indicated in Mr. 
Wade Smith’s column on page 355. (2) 
Obtain a February, 1954, issue of Child 
Evangelism magazine (either from your 
bookstore or from the publishing office, 
Box 576, Pacific Palisades, Calif.). The 
flannelgraph figures and the story, too, 
appear in that magazine. 

Perhaps your Primary class meets in 
a room with several other classes. Like 
many teachers, you have felt that you 
should not use a large flannel board for 
fear of distracting the attention of other 
classes. Did you know that small size 
boards that you can hold on your lap 
are equally as effective as the large 
board? And almost all average size 
figures fit quite acceptably on the small 
board. You can make your own. (we 
suggest size 12x18 inches) or purchase 
one at your bookstore..- 

LANCASTER, Pa. 

wy 

At the day of doom we shall not be 
doomed to death or life according to the 
hectoring spirits of the world, but ac- 
cording to the wisdom and law of the 
Highest. Therefore, ... what God says 
is best, is indeed best, though all the 
men in the world are against it—John 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules fer submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
It Makes a Difference—How long halt 

ye between two opinions? (1 Kings 18: 
21, Golden Text.) “There are two sides 
to every question,” said the sage. “Yes,” 
said another, “there are two sides to a 
sheet of flypaper, but it makes a differ- 
ence to the fly which side he chooses.” 
—From the Christian Herald. Sent by 
Mrs. B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


He Needed To Be Disturbed.—And it 
came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, 
that Ahab said unto him, Ant thou he 
that troubleth Israel? (1 Kings 18:17.) 
A godly minister met an adherent of 
his church, and said to him, “Mr. J—, 
I haven’t seen you at church lately.” 
The man, the worse for drink, replied, 
“Nor you won’t. Your preaching dis- 
turbs me. I’ve found another church 
where the preacher isn’t as narrow- 
minded as you.” “I’m sorry you aren’t 
coming any more, Mr. J—,” said the min- 
ister, “but let me tell you this little in- 
cident: One time I found a poor fellow 
half frozen, in the snow. He was near 
death, but felt so comfortable .and 
drowsy I had to shake and punch him 
to make him stir.” “So what?” said the 
man, rudely. “Just this,” was the reply. 
“I preach to please God, not to make 
folk comfortable, and I’m warning you 
now: you are in danger of eternal death.” 
—As told by the minister. Sent by Mrs. 
J. Shields, Toronto, Can, 
tration. 


Whom Are You Following?—In that ye 
have forsaken the commandments of 
the Lord, and thou hast followed Baalim 
(1 Kings 18:18). When you see a dog 
following two men, you know not to 
which of them he belongs while they 
walk together; but let them come to a 
parting road and one go one way and 
the other another way, then you will 
know which is the dog’s master. So God 
calls a man this way, and the world 
calls him that way. If God be his Mas- 
ter, he follows truth and righteousness 
and lets the world go; but if the world 
be his master, then he follows the flesh 
and the lusts thereof, and lets God and 
conscience go.—From Ralph Erskine, in 
the Illustrator. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Axtell, Kans. m 


A Prayer-Answering God.—The God 
that answereth by fire (1 Kings 18:24). 
Some Chinese Christians outside their 
chapel were anxiously watching a storm 
brewing to the northwest, lest it should 
destroy their crops. They prayed, and 
the storm did not come over to them. 
Next morning travelers told of how a 
mighty hailstorm had destroyed a vil- 
lage five miles away, killing cattle and 
people. They also told how, earlier that 


Prize illus- - 
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day, an effigy of God had been prose- 
cuted by the Communists there for all 
the calamities and woes of the country- 
side. After hours of propaganda speeches 
@ verdict of “Guilty” had been brought 
in. The judge sentenced “God” to be 
shot and burned. While the celebrations 
went on, the storm broke in all its fury 
upon them.—From the Millions, organ 
of the C.I.M. Sent by the Rev. C. N. 
Hillyer, New Malden, Surrey, Eng. 


Dedicated Kneecaps.—Hear me, O 
Lord, hear me, that this people may 
know that thou art the Lord God, and 
that thou hast turned their heart back 
again (1 Kings 18:37). “More things are 
wrought by prayer than this world 
dreams of.” When Bill Kuhnle was with 
us this summer at the conference he 
told of this experience when he was 
leading singing for Charley Fuller and 
the Old Fashioned Revival Hour, They 
were holding a meeting in Waterloo, 
Iowa, in the Hypodrome. The building 
had a corrugated iron roof, and that night 
the rain came down in torrents, cre- 
ating a tremendous noise on the metal 
roof. It was Sunday night, and the regu- 
lar broadcast of the Old Fashioned Re- 
vival Hour was to be released from that 
building. The time had almost come to 
go, on the air, but it would be impos- 
sible. The noise of the rain came with 
a loud roar through the testing phones. 
The only hope was of God’s intervention. 
Mr, Fuller stepped to the front of the 
platform, dropped humbly to his knees, 
and prayed simply, “Father, in Jesus’ 
name, wilt Thou please stop the rain 
that the broadcast may go out, for Thy 
sake.” Immediately the rain ceased, and 
not another drop fell throughout the 
entire broadcast, but some ten minutes 
after it was over the rain descended in 
such violence that the people could not 
leave the building. This is a demonstra- 
tion of the power reserved for us by 
God, which will be released in our be- 
half this next year if our kneecaps are 
dedicated to a ministry of prayer.—From 
Light in the Night. Sent by Martin M. 
Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


He Only Prayed.—Hear me, O Lord, 
hear me, ... Then the fire of the Lord 
fell (1 Kings 18:37, 38). Newman Hall 
stood early one morning on the summit 
of Snowdon with a hundred and twenty 
others who had been attracted hither 
by the promise of an unusually grand 
sunrise. They were not disappointed. 
As they stood watching the sun tinge 
the mountain peaks with glory, Dr. Hall 
was invited to preach. He was so over- 
come with emotion that he could not 
preach, but felt led to pour out his soul 
in prayer. As ‘the supplicated, the tears 
rolled down the faces of the people. A 
superhuman stillness possessed them. 
Quietly, with solemn awe, they de- 
scended the mountain and scattered. 
Afterward visiting this region, the doc- 
tor was informed that forty people had 
been converted that morning. “But,” 
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said. he, “I did not say a word; I only 
prayed.” “Yes, and more wonderful still, 
they did not know a word you said, for 
none of them can speak English, only 
Welsh.”—From O. R. Palmer. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


One-Knee Repentance.—And when all 
the people saw it, they fell on their faces: 
and they said, The Lord, he is the God; 
the Lord, he is the God (1 Kings 18:39). 
William Dawson once told this story to 
illustrate how humble the soul must be 
before it can find peace. He said that at 
a revival meeting a little lad who was 
used to Methodist ways went home to 
his mother and said, “Mother, John So- 
and-So is under conviction and seeking 
peace; but he will not find it tonight, 
Mother.” “Why, William?” said she. 
“Because he is only down on one knee, 
Mother; and he will never get peace 
until he is down on both knees.” Until 
conviction of sin brings us down on both 
knees, until we are completely humbled, 
until we have nq hope in ourselves left, 
we cannot find the Saviour—From the 
Christian: Herald. Sent by J. Edward 
Raiser, Shelby, Ohio. 


ys 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 353) 


1. He degraded the worshiv of Jeho- 
vah by erecting calves of gold as repre- 
sentations of Him (1 Kings 12: 26-30). 

2. He introduced the worship of Baal, 
the sun-god. 

3. He was influenced by his wife Jeze- 
bel, whose father was Ethbaal, a heathen 
king and priest (16:31). 

4. It was neither a unanimous nor a 
complete response, but created great 
confusion (18:21; 19:18). 

5. He stood before the Lord God 
(17:1). 

6. Jehovah is my God. 

7. Baal was the sun-god, supposedly 
ruler of the elements. 

8. They were four hundred and fifty 
against one; they had the choice of the 
sacrifice; they had first inning; they were 
given lots of time. On the other hand, 
Elijah had his sacrifice and altar thor- 
oughly soaked with water. 

9. His prophetic office, and the absence 
of legitimate priests, gave him the right. 

10. He acted at God’s word (18:36), 
and he had good precedents (Lev. 9:24; 
1 Chron, 21:26). 

ELMuvRsT, ILL. 

we 


Wheaton Summer School 
and Music Camp 
EGISTRATION for summer school 
study. in field sciences at the 
Wheaton College Black Hills science 
station is scheduled for June 19 and July 
24 with expeditions leaving Wheaton on 


‘ 
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June 21 and July 26. Dr. Donald C. 
Boardman, professor of geology at 
Wheaton College, is director of the west- 
ern campus, ’ 

This summer marks the twentieth year 
of instruction in field courses at the 
Black Hills campus which include bot- 
any, biology, geology, zoology, ornithol- 
ogy, and forest ecology. The science 
station is on a twenty-acre cdmpus 
twelve miles west of Rapid City, S. Dak., 
in the center of the hills. It is well 
equipped with dormitories, laboratories, 
and accommodations for eighty students 
each semester. It maintains the same 
scholastic standards and Christian em- 
phasis in activities as at Wheaton Col- 
Iege. For complete information, write 
to the Director of the Summer School, 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, Ill. 

A summer music camp for Christian 
young people is the newest academic 
project for Wheaton College, and will 
be held from August 23 to September 4 
at Fairview, Mich. 

The Wheaton-Barakel music camp will 
be situated on privately owned Shear 
Lake in northeast Michigan. Emphasis 
will be in church music, including choral 
work, group singing, and piano. 

Music study will be on either a credit 
or noncredit basis, with the camp offer- 
ing tuition, meals, and lodging at a min- 
imum price. For complete information, 
write to Wheaton-Barakel Music Camp, 
Fairview, Mich, 

we 


The Editor Will Speak at the 
Providence Summer Conference 


ANY Times readers will remember 
the story of how the Providence 
Bible Institute acquired a fine new piece 
of property by the margin of one single 
dollar. It was rightly called the “mir- 
acle dollar,” for Dr. Howard W., Ferrin, 
president, was bidding against a Roman 
Catholic organization. The Institute was 
thus able to buy the beautiful 110-acre 
estate formerly owned by the late Fred- 
erick Peck, at Barrington, R.I. It has ivy- 
covered buildings, flower beds, spacious 
lawns, and wooded areas. The Institute 
now maintains both campuses in Provi- 
dence and Barrington. 
» Summer conferences will be held, a 
week at a time, through July and Au- 
gust. The Editor of THe Sunpay ScHoo. 
Times, Philip E. Howard, VYr., will give 
devotional Bible studies from July 31 
to August 6. Other speakers who will 
lead the studies this coming summer are: 
Vance Havner, Clarence W. Jones, How- 
ard W. Ferrin, Carl Armerding, Harold 
Paul Sloan, Edwin S. Johnson, James S. 
Pemberton, “Jimmie” Johnson. The 
music will be in charge of F. Carlton 
Booth, William Hoyt, and others. 
Further information may be obtained 
from Everett S. Graffam, managing di- 
rector, Providence Summer Bible Con- 
ference, Primrose Hill, Barrington, R. L 


* 
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Children 1 at Home 


Little Preachers 
By Mabel C. Stewart 


“ OW long will it take us to get to 
Grandfather’s?” asked Wazir. 

“You know what Father has told us,” 
replied Nazir. “Tomorrow we get up 
before the sun, so we won’t miss the 
train, then just as the sun sets, the train 
will stop, and we shall get off.” 

“And that will be at the village of 
Dhupsari, where Grandfather lives?” 

“Yes. Now go to sleep. The morning 
will come soon.” 

Little Wazir turned over on his bed 
and shut his eyes tight. It was hard to 
sleep. Here in Pakistan the summer 
nights are too hot for sleeping indoors, 
and the moon shone so brightly it was 
almost as light as day in the courtyard 
where the cots had been carried. 

Sleep did come finally, however, and 
then it seemed no time till their father 
was shaking the boys. 

“Hurry, now, get up,” he was saying. 
“This is the day you go to Grandfather’s 
house.” 

“And we must not miss the train,” 
said Nazir. “Hurry, Wazir.” 

When breakfast was eaten, the rolls 
of bedding were tied up, the tin box 
filed with clean clothes was locked. 
In the box, too, were a few books, 

“For you must remember to read some 
every day,” the boys’ father said, “even 
if it is vacation. You must not forget 
what you have learned.” 

“We'll not forget,” promised Nazir and 
Wazir. 

Now ‘they were ready to start. 

“Have you not forgotten something?” 
asked the boys’ mother. “Surely you 
are not starting on the journey without 
first asking for God’s blessing and care?” 

The father stopped suddenly. “May 
God forgive me,” he said. “I had for- 
gotten. Bring the Book. We must not 
miss the train, but we cannot go without 
prayer. Nazir, you read.” 

Nazir took the Bible and read a few 
verses. Then they all bowed their heads 
in prayer, while the father asked for 
God’s protecting care for the journey. 

Down the dusty road they walked to 
therailroad station. Soon the train came 
in, and the boys, their father, the bed- 
ding rolls, and tin trunk were crowde® 
into it. Wazir kept tight hold of the 
bread which his mother had tied in a 
cloth. He didn’t want to go hungry! 

Everyone in the train talked with 
everyone else. 

“Are these your sons?” asked one man. 

“Yes,” answered their father. “They 
go to school, but now vacation has come 
I am taking them to visit their grand- 
father in the village of Dhupsari. Then 
I shall return home.” 

“May Allah protect you all!” 
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“We are Christians. Our trust is in 
Christ Jesus,” the boys’ father said. 

The other man was a Mohammedan, 
“We trust Allah, and his prophet Mo- 
hammed,” he said. 

The journey was long and hot, but 
finally the end came, and Nazir and 
Wazir, with their father, their bedding, 
and their tin trunk, piled out. 

Their grandfather and grandmother 
were waiting for them, but the boys 
were too tired to talk, so went straight 
to bed: 

The next day their father said good-by. 
“Help Grandfather and Grandmother,” 
he told them, “and always remember 
you are Christians. Try to do something 
for Jesus each day.” 

“That’s what our teacher told us,” said 
Nazir. 

“What can we do?” asked Wazir. 

“Ask Jesus to show you,” answered 
his father. 

It was a little bit hard to say good-by, 
but Grandfather kept the boys busy 
chopping straw for the buffalo, watching 
the goats graze—though what they found 
to eat was very little. 

“This is a very dry place,” said Nazir. 

“Yes,” said Grandfather, “Dhupsari is 
like its name, which means ‘burnt by the 
sun.’ ” 

The boys missed the trees which they 
had at home, where they could get some 
shade from the hot sun. They missed 
some other things, too. After the eve- 
ning meal they all talked for a while, 
then Grandfather said, “We must get to 
bed.” Then, pulling their cots out where 
they would get any slight breeze that 
might.come, they all went to bed. 

Now that isn’t the way things were 
done at home at all. 

“Aren’t we going to have prayers?” 
whispered Wazir to Nazir. 

ey guess not,” answered Nazir. 

The boys were remembering the nights 
at home. There, after the evening meal, 
these summer evenings, the family would 
sit together, and before it grew too dark 
to read, their mother .would bring. the 
Bible, and their father would read slowly 
(because the words were hard for him) 
a few verses, or a story about our Lord 
Jesus. Then they would sing. How 
they would sing! “Jesus Who Was Cru- 
cified,” was a favorite. Or, “Ye Gates, 





Lift Your Heads,” was a wonderful song.. 


Or, perhaps it might be, “O Lord, Té&ch 
Me Thy Way.” There were lots of songs 
@_psalms and hymns—all sung by heart 
and from the heart. Then the boys’ 
father would pray, thanking God for His 
blessings to them, and asking that He 
would watch over them through the 
night. Nazir and Wazir loved that time 
of worship before they went to bed. 
But here, why, here they went to bed 
without prayers! It seemed very strange. 
All the next day the boys kept think- 
ing about it. “I’m going to ask Grand- 


father tonight if we can’t have prayers,” 
said Nazir. 
So he did. 
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Grandfather looked a little ashamed. 
“Yes, I know the pastor says we should 
have family prayers,” he said. “But we 
have no Bible; I can’t -read anyway, 
and it is hard to pray when we are 
tired at the end of the day.” 
“Wazir and I can both read,” 
Nazir. “May we have prayers?” 


said 


“Why, of course,” agreed his grand-. 


father. 

Night after night, then, Wazir and 
Nazir would read something from the 
Bible; they would sing; and then they 
would pray. The prayers weren’t very 
long, but Grandfather and Grandmother 
would join in with a loud “Amen” at the 
close, 

At first only the four had prayers to- 
gether, but after a night or two they 
were joined by a few others. 

“We heard the singing, and we wanted 
to come,” they said. 

Then after a while the boys could see 
other faces looking down on them from 
the flat roofs of near-by houses. 

“Who are those?” they asked their 
grandfather. 

“They are Mohammedans,” was the 
reply; “not Christians.” 

“Perhaps they will make fun of us,” 
thought Nazir and Wazir. 

But the Mohammedans listened quietly, 
and came again and again. 

When vacation was over, the boys’ 
father came to take them home again. 
“Did you have a happy time in Dhup- 
sari?” he asked. 

“Yes, indeed!” they said. Then Nazir 
looked thoughtful. “I’m afraid we didn’t 
do much for Jesus, though,” he said. 

“We couldn’t think of anything to do,” 
added Wazir. 

Their father smiled. “Perhaps you did 
more than you know,” he said. “Do you 
know what some of the Mohammedan 
men said to me before we left Dhupsari?” 

“What?” 

“They said, ‘We are sorry to see your 
boys leave our village. We call them 
the little preachers. We will not forget 
some of the stories they read to us. Such 
stories we never heard!” 

“Oh, but we enjoyed doing that!” said 
Nazir and Wazir. , 

“Of course!” said their father. “If we 
love Jesus, we enjoy doing things for 
Him!” 

“New WILMINGTON, Pa. 
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General Harrison's Articles 
in Pamphlet Form . 


AVE you ever wished for a good 

pamphlet on the Christian life to 
mail to young men and women in the 
armed forces, or to hand out to service- 
men, or to make available at USO cen- 
ters? One that should especially appeal 
to servicemen and women is entitled, 
“Practical Christian Living.” It has been 
written by Lieutenant-General William 
K. Harrison, Jr. It contains three arti- 

’ 
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cles that. General Harrison wrote for 
Tue SunpDAay ScHoot Trmes when he was 
chief UN delegate to the Truce negotia- 
tions in Korea, and Chief of Staff to 
General Mark Clark in command of the 
United States Army Forces in the Far 
East. Readers of THE SuNDAY SCHOOL 
Times will recall that these articles ap- 
peared in the July 18, July 25, and Au- 
gust 1, 1953, issues of the Times, and 
will remember that they are helpful not 
only to service personnel but to all who 
are seeking a better understanding of 
practical Christian living. 

Copies of the pamphlet may be had for 
10 cents each, 50 cents for six, 90 cents a 
dozen; $3.50 for fifty; $6 a hundred. Just 
address The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, 
and ask for General Harrison’s “Practical 
Christian Living” pamphlet. 


we 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, May 9 


2. What It Takes—To Be a Parent 
(Col. 3:12-24) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

N THIS Mother’s Day we are to con- 

sider the second topic in the series 
of three on “What It Takes To Serve.” 
There are two special reasons why we 
should think about “What It Takes To 
Be a Parent” on this particular day. 
First, we may be helped to see and ap- 
preciate the love and devotion and ,self- 
sacrifice of our own parents, and under- 
stand how we have been blessed and 
benefited by them. Second, we, who 
some day very likely will be parents, 
may learn what God expects of us, and 
how we may, by His help and enabling, 
become the kind of parents He wants 
us to be. 
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It is important that we should see, in 
the light of God’s Word, that parents 
and children both have very definite 
responsibilities in creating harmonious 
and God-honoring homes. Sometimes 
children get the idea that all the re- 
sponsibility is on the side of Father and 
Mother. Then again, parents sometimes 
wrongly take the position that obedience 
to discipline and co-operation must come 
entirely from the children. Ephesians 
6: 1-9 and Colossians 3: 18-22 show clearly 
that parents and children, servants and 
masters, alike must fulfill their responsi- 
bilities if there are to be harmonious 
homes. 

Discipline in the home must begin 
with the parents. They must be exam- 
ples of self-control and righteousness 
and obedience to God. But it must also 
be extended to and required of the chil- 
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dren. When it is lacking in either case, 
it is like a bridge that is missing at 
one end, 

ve 


Parental authority stems from God. In 
God’s plan for the human family the 
children are cared for, guided, and 
trained until they come to an age of 
discretion and are able to care for them- 
selves, and until they have acquired ex- 
perience to direct their own lives. This 
is true in the social and spiritual realms 
just as it is in the physical’ realm. It 
is not difficult for us to see that a little 
child needs to be given certain things 
to-eat that will nourish it and strengthen 
it and cause it to grow properly. It 
needs to be restrained’ from eating things 
that are harmful. Some things which 
may look very appetizing to the eye of 
an inexperienced child can prove very 
disastrous, and it needs to learn by disci- 
pline and admonition ahd experience to 
eat those things that are helpful and to 
reject those that are harmful. Just so, 
in social matters and in spiritual things 
children need to be trained and taught 
to accept the experience and counsel 
of parents until they have learned to 
make right decisions for themselves. 


we 

Parents, under God’s plan for the hu- 
man family, stand in the place of God 
until the children come of age. Thus 
Paul writes to the Ephesian Christians, 
“Children, obey your parents in the 
Lord; for this is right” (Eph. 6:1). 
Notice that this admonition places upon 
the parents, first of all, to be “in the 
Lord”—to believe in Christ’s Lordship, 
to acknowledge His control, to seek His 
will, and to follow His direction. But 
it likewise obligates the child, when this 
relationship to the Lord is maintained 
by the parents, and is taught and made 
plain to the child, to accept it and to 
obey just as wholeheartedly and gladly 
as he later learns to obey God Himself. 


we 
Children are to obey parents (Col. 
3:20). But parents are not to be unrea- 
sonable, or to’fret or harass their chil- 
dren, and thus to provoke them to 
resentment and anger and discourage- 
ment (v. 21). 
4 


Ephesians 6:4 also places upon parents 
the responsibility to bring up their chil- 
dren in the “nurture,” or discipline, and 
“admonition,” or the warning side of in- 
struction, of the Lord. All often 
today parents would transfer this re- 
sponsibility to the church and Sunday 
school. It is a blessed service when 
the church and Sunday school take up 
and seek, in a measure, to discharge this 
responsibility, but Christian training 
rightly begins in and centers in the 
home, and it is infinitely more effective 
when it is administefed there. 


w 
Now, how is all this responsibility of 
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parents and children to be met and ful- 
filled? The opening verses of our Scrip- 
ture lesson from Colossians 3 show the 
way. The principles stated here apply 
to all members of the home, parents and 
children alike. All are to be clothed 
with tenderheartedness, kindness, humil- 
ity, meekness, and longsuffering (v. 
12). All are to be patient with one 
another and forgiving, ‘keeping in mind 
that Christ has forgiven each of us more 
than we will ever be called upon to for- 
give another (v. 13). In other words, 
each of us is to be clothed with the 
Lord Jesus Christ Himself or, as Paul 
writes to the Romans, “Put ye on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provi- 
sion for the flesh” (vs. 13, 14). 


In order to make this possible, we are 
to “let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly in all wisdom; teaching and ad- 
monishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts to the Lord” (v. 16), 
The natural place to do this is in the 
home around the family altar each day, 
where the Word can be read to- 
gether, where members of the family can 
pray for one another, and where they 
can share in the singing of a familiar 
hymn. It is here that hurts. and resent- 
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TEACHING 






A helpful chart for VBS leaders, superin- 


tendents, workers...also condenses valu- 
able material for Sunday school teachers, 
children’s workers, and others in the teach- 
ing field. Chart features in brief, convenient 
check list form: 


> HOW TO TAILOR YOUR VBS TEACHING 
TO YOUR LOCAL SITUATION = 

) METHODS OF VBS TEACHING 

> VBS ACTIVITIES 
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JUDGMENT OF THE NATIONS 


A summary of the signs of Christ’s second coming as 
shown by present-day world-wide upheavals; a descrip- 
tion of the workings of Spiritual Powers, arising with 
World War One, directing the course of ‘nations to- 
ward ageddon. About 50 pages, privately printed. 
Distributed without charge, postage free. Libraries 2 
copies, if desired. Send your request directly to author: 
Mr. Chas. Grassinger, 1200 M husetts A » 
Cambridge 38, Mass. 
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ments and misunderstandings can be re- 
solved, and where the love of God can 
knit hearts together in Christian love 
and fellowship and understanding. If 
you do not now. have a family altar in 
your home, will you not pray about it, 
and do all you can to establish one? 
ve 

The second place that makes for family 
unity and blessing is the family pew in 
God’s house, where all the members sit 
together each Sunday for worship and 
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FAITH RENEWED BY TIMELY FOOD PACKAGES 


From Berlin comes this encouraging, yet startling news: “The food cartons you 
sent us came as a special gift Q 
You cannot realize our happiness that at last we are again able to help 
‘ople in dire need. We distributed most of the food parcels in the 
Eastern (Communist) Zone of Germany, amongst the Helirew Christians living 
there under frightful conditions.” 
Recipients of our relief packages have been trapped behind,the communist bar- 
ricade. Our food and spiritual ministry inspire these distracted Hebrew Christians 
with new faith and courage. 


Your prayerful support will undergird our ministry in Europe and in Israel where 
there 1s so much suffering, hunger and distress. 


from Heaven. For months we had hardly any- 
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Please do send your gift now 


$10.00 will pay for a big, nutritious CARE food parcel for a needy family in Europe or in Israel 
$10.00 a month will support a Hebrew Christian orphan in our Children’s Home in Germany 
An up-to-date News Letter of our work in Europe and Israel will be gladly sent upon request 
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Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 
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4919 N. Albany Avenue, Chicago 25, Illinois 
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To have you say, “It was the finest va- 
cation of my life,” is a major purpose of 
the Christian Fellowship Cruises, oper- 
ated by The Sunday School Times, in 
oem with the Northern Pacific 

ailway. 


You can enjoy a restful vacation at 
home, or you can travel where you will, 
and the rest and change will add to the 
pleasure and richness of living. But if 
you add Christian Fellowship for your 
vacation, and make a journey with 
friendly people, your trip will be better, 
more caieeaiie, and a greater satisfaction 
to you. 


Travel is more ‘than just changing 
routine, and seeing parks, cities, oceans, 
countries that are new to you. Travel is 
an adventure, an uplifting and broadening 
experience, a time for new friendships. 
Good fellowship is so important to the 
happiness of every vacation, and mem- 
bers of our Christian Fellowship parties 
of past years so often say: “We enjoyed 
the fellowshipand the Christian services,” 
. .. “Such friendly people were with us,” 

.. "A wonderful way to go,” s.. “The 
care for all our needs, spiritual and ma- 


The Best Vacations 
Contain Good Fellowship 





terial, was beyond all expectations,” ... 
“The spirit of ‘Christian fellowship was 
so wonderful.” 


Consider the enthusiasm of tour mem- 
bers, who traveled with our 1953 vaca- 
tion party: “A very happy time,” .. . 
“From beginning to end, a great inspira- 
tion,” ... “We liked best the good 
fellowship,” ... “It was a treat to travel 
with such fine people,” . . . “Fellowship 
together was a joy,”... “All service of 
the very best; Christian fellowship pre- 
vailed,” . . . “Everything seemed tops to 
me,” ... “Appreciated the fellowship; 
could not have enjoyed anything more,” 
... “Leadership of the finest,”... “Fel- 
lowship was delightful,” . . . “Enjoyed 
every moment; marvelous scenery,” ... 
“We are grateful for the sponsorship of 
The Sunday School Times, assuring, a 
trip of character.” 


Readers of this publication are cordially 
invited to write for our free A 
folder, illustrating and describing the 
1954 Christian Fellowship Cruise, which 
will be in July. Please address Dr. Philip 
E. Howard, Jr., Editor, The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North Thirteenth 
Street, Phila. 5, Pa. 
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praise and to listen to the preaching of 
the Word. If you are not following this 
practice, will you not make every effort 
to bring it about? It may require some 
patience and sacrifice at first, but you 
will find, as countless other families have 
found, that the benefits of regularly wor- 
shiping together in God’s house are in- 
finitely more rewarding than can be the 
self-indulgence, or laziness, or indiffer- 
ence that are now interfering with the 
regular and united worship of the family 
in the house of God. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 10 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 








Re-Thinking the Rapture. By E. 
Schuyler English, Litt.D. (Southern 
Bible Book House, Travelers Rest, S. C., 
$2.25.) With courage and Christian char- 
ity, four viewpoints on the time of the 
translation of the Church and the Tribu- 
lation are examined in these studies 
which first appeared in Our Hope. These 


‘ are: Pre-Tribulationism, Mid-Tribula- 


tionism, Post-Tribulationism, and Par- 
tial-Rapturism. To avoid criticism of 
individual writers and teachers, which 
would bring personalities into the issues, 
Dr. English wisely omits, in his quota- 
tions, authors’ names and titles of books, 

Dr. English holds that the entire 
Church will be taken up at the Rapture 
and that it precedes the Tribulation. 
(This is the position that has been held 
for more than thirty years by THe Sun- 
DAY ScHooL TrmEs.) There are fourteen 
very careful studies on many aspects of 
the problem, and a conclusion summariz- 
ing the writer’s view. As far as the 
reviewer can judge, Dr. English has been 
fair in restating briefly the arguments of 
his opponents, with their supporting 
Scriptures, and then gives reasonable an- 
swers. The Authorized or King James 
Version is usually the basis for his argu- 
ments, though he refers to other versions 
and frequently draws upon standard 
lexicons and other expository works to 
explain the original meaning in Greek. 
One of the author’s strong points, which 
he reiterates, is that “where the Rap- 
ture is there also is resurrection” (p. 47). 

Those who may not agree with Dr. 
English ought not to take offense at his 
statements, for he writes humbly and 
kindly, making it clear that he is not 
dealing with heresy, but with several 
current interpretations of aspects of the 
Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
for whom most believers are’ looking. 
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Difficult passages are squarely faced, the 
arguments of opponents are fairly met, 
and much strong evidence is given for 
believing that the Church will not go 
through the Tribulation. This timely 
treatise ought to lift the hearts of be- 
lievers to look for and love the imminent 
appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Abraham, or The Obedience of Faith. 
By F. B. Meyer. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.50.) A study 
of the life of Abraham yields rich re- 
wards—the more so when the study is 
guided by a skilled and spiritual teacher. 
This volume by the gifted Dn Meyer 
has been a source of such help to many 
in past years. Available once again, in 
this reprint edition, it will now prove 
helpful to today’s students of the Word 
of God. The development of Abraham’s 
faith, his obedience, and his several fail- 
ures, are discussed with keen insight 
born of the discernment that comes from 
a sincere belief in, and a full and ac- 
curate knowledge of the Holy Scriptures. 
Abraham, the model of faith, is a worthy 
subject, and he is given worthy treat- 
ment in this series of devotional mes- 
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sages that could well serve as models, 
for any preacher, in the art of biographi- 
cal sermonizing. 


we 
Children’s Day in 1954 


T IS not amiss to remind busy super- 

intendents and teachers that Chil- 
dren’s Day, usually observed on the sec- 
ond Sunday in June, which, this year, 
will be June 13, will be here almost 
before they know it. Lengthy prepara- 
tion and training of little ones for this 
important day can be considerably les- 
sened by using one of three Children’s 
Day services prepared by Mary Brainerd 
Smith. They are entitled, “God’s Over- 
flowing Measure,” “The Hills of God,” 
and “God—And All Things.” They are 
in convenient leaflet form and each serv- 
ice contains responsive Scripture read- 
ings for the whole school, special re- 
sponses and recitations for the various 
departments, and hymns appropriate to 
the occasion set to familiar tunes, thus 
making the learning of —— music 
unnecessary. 

These Children’s Day services muy be 
had for 25 cents a dozen, or $2 a hun- 
dred. Just address The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North 13th Street, 
Philadelphia 5, and specify which service 
you prefer. It might be well to give a 
second choice in the event copies of the 
service of your first choice should be 
exhausted. 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M, Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lessen Committee. 


May 3 to 9 


Mon.—1 Kings 17:1-7. 
Elijah at Cherith. 
PraYeR SuccesTions: “Hide thyself by 
the brook Cherith, that is before Jor- 
dan.” No one knows exactly where 
this brook Cherith is located. The main 
thing is that God, who knoweth all 
things, knew where His prophet would 
be safe from searching Ahab. Ahab 
searched all kingdoms, and took an oath 
of kings that Elijah was not in their 
territory. God is more than a match for 
the wits of men. It is better to go where 
God says than to trust to our own fool- 
ish wisdom. Do you let the great Jeho- 
vah guide you? Pray for the Bible 
House of Los Angeles, Los Angeles. 


Tues.—1 Kings 17:8-16. 
Elijah at Zarephath. 

Prayer SuccestTions: “Arise, get thee 
to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, 
and dwell there: behold, I have com- 
manded a widow woman there to sus- 
tain thee.” God’s guidance of the 
prophet was like Himself, perfect. When 
Ahab searched Zidon, Elijah was at 
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Cherith; and very likely when he was 
searching Cherith, Elijah was at Zare- 
phath. He was “hidden” by the Lord, 
guided and guarded. You, too, may have 
this blessed experience. For the Lord 
will guide His trusting people continu- 
ally, and satisfy their soul in drought, 
and make fat their bones. There is a 
blessed life for you. Pray for Bible 
Meditation League, Columbus, Ohio. 


Wed.—1 Kings 18:7-16. 
Obadiah Meets Elijah. 
Prayer SuccesTions: “And as Obadiah 
was in the way, . . . Elijah met him.” 
Obadiah at King. Ahab’s behest wag out 
to find the missing prophet Elijah; but 
Elijah found Obadiah. The divine rec- 
ord gives in few words a true estimate 
of the man and his good deeds and his 
fears. His fears allayed, Obadiah goes 
on his way and reports the ‘presence of 
God’s prophet near by, and Ahab goes 
to meet the man of God. “Good timing” 
you say; yes, God-timed! Would you 
have particular providences in your life? 
Then obey when God says, “Go!” Pray 
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Wikg 
D. kL. Moody once said: . 


“I am thankful to tell you that I have 
some splendid men and women in the field. 
My school work will not tell much 

while I am living, but when I am gone 

I SHALL LEAVE SOME GRAND MEN 

AND WOMEN BEHIND!” 


Moody has been with the Lord for more 
than fifty years, and the “grand men and 
women” he left behind have guided 
Moody Bible Institute through the 
years and kept it true to God. 





: 





This is the 
second in a series 
of leaders of 
MOODY BIBLE 
INSTITUTE 


From the beginning D. L. Moody realized the need of a man of scholastic 
ability to run his infant Bible school. He found the man he was looking for 
in the person of Dr. Reuben Archer Torrey, a pastor in Minneapolis. A Yale 
graduate who had studied abroad, Dr. Torrey was already well known as 
an able Bible teacher and earnest mission worker. His superintendency con- 
tinued from 1889 to 1901, when he resigned to undertake his world-circling 
mission of evangelistic preaching. 


Mr. Moody put the entire organization directly into the hands of Dr. 
Torrey, although retaining the title of president until his death. Dr. Torrey 
proved his fitness for the expanding task in every way. His thorough scholar- 
ship was joined to a strong and definite evangelism, and under his able direc- 
tion the Institute laid the foundations on which the work of later years was 
accomplished. To him goes much of the credit for establishing the existing 
curriculum and practical Christian work program. He led the school in tre- 
mendous strides...including a needed Extension Department in 1897, a 
Correspondence School in 1901, and laid the groundwork for the long-awaited 
Evening School founded in 1903. 


Today Moony Bute InstITvTE is still forging ahead in the path outlined 
by the GRAND MEN who under God directed it. The curriculum is constantly 
being expanded to meet the demands of various fields of Christian service. 
Eight basic courses are offered: General Bible, Pastors, Missionary, Sacred 
Music, Christian Education, Christian-Education Music, Jewish Missions 
and Missionary Technical. 




















The chief ministry of the Institute remains that of furnishing tuition-free 
training to consecrated young men and women who are preparing for Christian 
service—both as full-time workers and laymen. 
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Inc., New York City. 


Thurs.—1 Kings 18:17-24. 
A Prophet Challenges a King. 
Prayer Succestions: “Send, and gather 
to me all Israel unto mount Carmel, 
and the prophets of Baal four hundred 
and fifty . . . which eat at Jezebel’s 
table.” Three and a half years of famine 
made Ahab willing to obey the man who 
had said truth when he declared that 
there would be neither dew nor rain 
but at his word. He wanted rain. He 
obeyed the challenge. The secret of 
getting people to respond to the will of 
God lies hidden in the life and work 
of Elijah. Have you learned how to 
get results for God? Do your words 
have attending divine power? Pray for 
Hour of Decision, Dr. Billy Graham, 
director. 


Fri.—1 Kings 18:30-39. 
The Test on Mount Carmel. 
PRAYER SuGcGEsTIONS: “He repaired the 
altar of the Lord that was broken down.” 
The victory for God and righteousness 
began when Elijah “repaired the altar 
of the Lord that was broken down.” All 
the other duties he there performed 
were connected with that “altar.” The 
fire from heaven that fell upon the sac- 
rifice and consumed even the water in 
the trench attested that the prophet had 
done everything according to God's 
word (vs. 36-38). Are you in these 
times of spiritual declension so doing 
the will of God that you can be made 
a blessing to multitudes? Pray for Pio- 
neer Girls, Chicago. 


Sat.—1 Kings 19:9-18. Elijah Not Alone. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “What doest thou 
here, Elijah?” Let no one blame Elijah 
for fleeing from Jezebel and hiding in 
a cave in Mount Horeb. Many a good 
man has fled from the face of man and 
hidden in a cave or under a juniper 
tree. The wonder is that more of us 
do not fear man more than we do. Let 
us learn from this flight of the prophet 
how weak we are even in our highest 
moments of success. Pray that God will 
keep you from yielding to fears after 
you have stood in His counsel and 
obeyed His Word, 


Sun.—Psalm 130. Out of the Depths. 

Prayer SvucGcestTions: “Out of the 
depths have I cried unto thee, O 
Lord.” "God sometimes has to show 
His servants great and sore troubles. 
Like men sinking in raging waves, 
so our souls are sometimes over- 
whelmed because of trouble. All 
God’s waves and billows seem to go 
over us. Like Jonah, from the depths 
we cry unto God for salvation. 
Blessed be the Lord “our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trou- 
ble.” “Trust in him at all times; ye 
people, pour out your heart” unto 
God your help. Pray for Christ for 
America, Chicago. 
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